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PREAMBLE 
 

We, the mothers, wives, widows, grandmothers, sisters, daughters, 
stepdaughters, and granddaughters of the American Veteran and female  
Veterans; fully realizing our responsibilities to the community, state and 

Nation, associate ourselves for the following purposes: 
 
 To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of 

America. 
 
 To safeguard the principles of freedom, liberty and justice for all. 
 
 To promote the cause of peace and goodwill among nations.  
 
 To maintain inviolate the freedom of our country. 
 
 To preserve the fundamentals of democracy and Americanism. 
 
 To perpetuate the friendship and associations of the American 

Veteran. 
 
 And to dedicate ourselves to the cause of mutual assistance….this by 

the grace of God. 

AMVETS NATIONAL LADIES AUXILIARY 
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AIMS AND PURPOSES 
 
The Aims and Purposes of AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary are as follows: 

 
1. To serve our country in peace as in war, to build and maintain the welfare of the 

United States of America toward lasting prosperity and peace for all its inhabitants. 
 
2. To encourage, in keeping with the policies of our Government, the establishment of a 

concrete plan to secure permanent international peace, and to assist in the 
maintenance of international peace. 

 
3. To inspire in our membership a sense of responsibility and to develop leadership for 

the preservation of our American democratic way of life. 
 

4. To help unify divergent groups in the overall interest of American democracy. 
 

5. To train our youth to become purposeful citizens in a republic with full knowledge of 
the responsibilities as well as the privileges of citizenship. 

 
6. To cooperate with duly recognized existing Veteran’s organizations in the furtherance 

of the aims of the American Veteran. 
 

7. To keep the public forever reminded that the American Veteran fought, served, and 
died to preserve peace, liberty and democracy for their Nation. 

 
8. To aid in the fulfillment of the Aims and Purposes of AMVETS, our parent organization. 

 
9. To promote the welfare and fellowship of our members and families. 

 
10. To expedite and assist in the rehabilitation of the Veteran by sponsoring and giving 

support to educational opportunities, to recreational advantages, to hospitalization, 
and personal problems, and to support the Veterans in all legislation for Veterans’ 
benefits. 

 
11. To recognize that the organization known as AMVETS, and chartered by Congressional 

action on July 23, 1947, is the parent organization, and that all organizational divisions 
of the Auxiliary exist to promote the interest of the parent body:  therefore, they 
cannot act independently except as it favors the objectives of AMVETS. 
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CODE OF ETHICS 
 

Because I am fortunate in being able to qualify for membership in AMVETS Ladies 
Auxiliary; and because I am proud of our affiliation with the parent organization 
AMVETS, I must always remember that it is my duty as a member – 

 
1. To live up to the meaning of “Auxiliary” which is “to act in support of” or 

“to support”. 
2. To realize that our organization is a subordinate of AMVETS and for that 

reason I must be careful not to interfere with AMVETS internal 
organization and politics; and I must never attempt to dominate that 
organization. 

3. To conduct myself in a manner that shall never cast any unfavorable 
reflection on AMVETS or AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary. 

4. To think and act constructively. 
5. To accept by duties as a member, a committee member or chairman, or 

an officer willingly, and to the best of my ability to do all in my power to 
promote the Aims and Purposes of our organization. 

6. To be courteous at all times; to be considerate of others. 
7. To show my interest in our organization by attending all meetings and be 

on time. 
8. To accept the rule of the majority gracefully. 
9. To assume leadership in right thinking and action. 
10. To respect my officers, my fellow members and the opinions they may 

have. 
11. To be temperate in my speech, habits and opinions. 
12. To be extremely careful if I am honored by being elected to any office on 

any level, that the weight of my office is never used to unduly influence 
the affairs of our organization or of our parent organization, AMVETS. 

13. To endeavor to follow all the purposes of AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary, as set 
forth in our Constitution, because by doing so, I am serving all mankind, 
regardless of race, creed or color. 

14. Finally, believing that the Golden Rule, “All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so unto them”, applies to us all, 
do my part to see that equal opportunity is given to each member to 
contribute to the good of AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary. 
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DEFINITION OF AMERICANISM 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Americanism” is the unfailing love 

of country; loyalty to its institutions 

and ideals; eagerness to defend it 

against all enemies; undivided 

allegiance to the flag; and a desire to 

secure the blessings of liberty to 

ourselves and posterity. 
 

         -Author Unknown 
 

 
 



 

8 

 

 

AMVETS 

National Ladies Auxiliary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

REPORTS 
 

 

 



 

9 

 

 

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL CONVENTION CHAIR 
AUGUST 2020 

 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, Members and Guests. 
 
The Department of Illinois was ready to welcome us to the Land of Lincoln to celebrate our 
achievements, conduct our business, and elect our new set of leaders.  Due to circumstances 
beyond our control, that is not going to happen.  However, we should not let that dampen our 
enthusiasm for our great organization and its members. 
 
We’re still are going to have Honors and Awards.  We’re still going to have our great leaders.  
We’re still going to conduct our business.  We just won’t be meeting together in August.  Please 
continue your great service work and prepare for next year’s convention in Greensboro, North 
Carolina. 
 
Thank you to National President Dee Baggett for your leadership this year.  Thank you, too, to 
Executive Director Carol King and the Headquarters staff for all your help this year.  
 
Thank you to IPNP Barbara Valley for appointing me to serve as your 2020 National Convention 
Chairman.  It has been an honor to serve our great organization in this capacity. 
 
Yours in AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Service, 
 

Debby Dant 

 
Debby Dant 
National Convention Chairman 
2019-2020 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT – DOLORES “DEE” BAGGETT 

 

 
 

AUGUST 2020 
 
Wow!!  What a year!  When I picked my theme, I never thought we would ALL “Always 
Remember” this year! 
 

I was supposed to spend my first weekend in Wisconsin, plans needed to be changed for several 
reasons – one being a Hurricane was coming for a visit (she changed directions and did not hit as 
predicted!).  This probably should have been my first clue that the year would be an unpredictable 
one! 
 
I would like to thank all the members who worked so hard to make sure that their paperwork was 
processed for the year.  The Auxiliary came through, like always, and showed their true colors!!  
We might be showing decreases in some areas (and increases in others!!), we did a great job and 
continued to support our veterans and their communities during the pandemic.  All the pictures of 
you ladies that made masks kept us inspired.  Some of us that cannot sew found other ways to 
help.  I could not be prouder to say that I belong to AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary! 
 
I want to thank all the Departments I did get to visit before we went to the “Stay at Home” orders.  I 
have been so blessed to have this opportunity – and the hospitality was just the best!  More than 
any girl could ask for! 
 
I would like to send a special thanks to Debby Dant and the Department of Illinois.  I know you put 
in a lot of time and effort to welcome us to our National Convention.  I was so looking forward to 
being there and seeing everyone.  I am glad that we will have the chance to attend a convention 
there at a later date. Thanks, Deb, for all that you do!!  I am so missing seeing everyone at 
National Convention! 
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The National Officers did an awesome job this year promoting membership and all our programs.  
As you look through their reports you can see all the hard work and commitment that members 
have for this organization. 
 
As we speak, the Honors and Awards Committee has already started some of their judging. 
Please keep in mind that some of these awards will not be judged until Spring NEC. Membership 
Awards will be going out shortly and we will keep membership informed as to dates and times all 
winners will be recognized!!  Again, I thank everyone for their hard work. Please check our 
National website regularly and “Like” our Facebook page as we try to keep all members informed.  
My project this year was Freedoms Foundation.  Denise Rodzen, National Americanism Officer, 
and I teamed up to help raise funds for much needed generators.  We are well on our way of 
“Powering Up” for our future.  My President’s Project collected over $15,000!!!  Thank you for the 
support!! A big hug to all who helped us raise almost $30,000 between the National Americanism 
Office and President’s project!!!  We will be mailing that check shortly as we cannot present at 
Convention this year. 
 
Bertha Thompson, Sonja “Princess” Miller and PNP Carol King have worked extremely hard 

to keep Headquarters running and making sure everyone has access to all information they need, 
membership processed, and deposits made!  They have mostly been on short weeks at the office 
since NEC.  Executive Director PNP Carol King also has been working a lot from home!!  Please 
be kind if they have to wait to get back into the office to answer your questions. Thank you, 
Carol, Sonja and Bertha, for all your hard work in these trying times!! 
 
I know a lot of National Presidents at this time of year are tired and ready for a rest or do not want 
it to end, as serving as your National President is so rewarding.  I fall in the middle there 
somewhere.  I have had some great lifetime memories happen and then had to cancel everything!  
So, thank you for the year and I look forward to next year as we all “Stay In Place”. 
 
I pray that our members stay safe and hope this COVID–19 is under control soon.  I know most of 
us have had family members, friends and even themselves infected.  I pray for all that we might 
be able to move past this soon. 
 
Your National Staff, National Officers and I thank you for your hard work.  We all miss seeing you 
and look forward to getting back to “Normal”!  Or each person’s normal - makes you think about it 
doesn’t it!!  This group is filled with “characters” that keep us all laughing and smiling year-round 
and without all their differences it would be a very boring world!!   
 
So be kind, be safe and be yourself in all that you do and don’t forget to check up on your sisters! 
God Bless and “Always Remember” 
 
 

Dee Baggett 
 
Dee Baggett 
National President 
2019 – 2020 
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S TRAVEL CALENDAR 

 
DATE VISITED 

September  7th Post dedication Odessa #9 (Florida) 

 
27-29 National Officers Meeting - Orlando 

October 4-6 North Carolina SEC 

 
25-27 Florida SEC 

 30/Nov 8 Department of Hawaii visit 

November 8-12 HQ visit, National Commander visit, Veterans Day activities 

December 5-8 White House visit, Maryland Thrift Store Holiday Dinner, 

 
 AMVETS and Sons NEC meetings 

January 10-12 Tennessee visit and National Leadership Training 

 
31/Feb 2 AMVETS National District III meeting 

   

February 19 
AMVETS National Commander Florida Tour – visited Posts 
#26, #33, #550, #2006 and #1992 

 20-23 Official Florida SEC visit 
March  11-15  2020 Spring NEC Meeting – Linthicum, Maryland 
 
I am also serving as Local Parliamentarian and attend E-Board meetings on the last Monday of 
the month and general membership meetings on the first Monday of the month 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL 1ST VICE PRESIDENT 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, Members and Guests. 
 
This year is a year we will never forget, for the first time ever our AMVETS National Convention is 
canceled because of the pandemic of Covid-19. The health and safety of our membership is of 
utmost importance. 
 
As of May 31, our membership is down about 1000 members!  Membership is the backbone of our 
organization, and there are many challenges in trying to get new members along with keeping our 
membership.  We have not been able to circulate with people, but we can still have phones, we 
have computers and we can still write letters.  Let’s use these methods to try to keep our renewals 
and to get new members.  Always carry a membership application with you! 
 
As we wrap up our year in this most unusual fashion, I would like to thank all Local and 
Department First Vice Presidents for your hard work all year and your diligence in making sure our 
duties are properly completed.   
 
I thank you for allowing me to serve as your National First Vice President and continue always to 
help “Build our Membership”. 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW AUXILIARIES 

 
Chetek, WI #25 

Okeechobee, Florida # 20 (Reactivated) 
Pocatello, Idaho # 1 

 
MEMBERS SIGNING UP 11 – 25 MEMBERS - GARNET PIN 

 
Joyce A. Turner NY #245 

 
THREE LARGEST AUXILIARIES 

 
OH - #51 – 431 members  FL #1992 – 376 members  FL #2006 – 292 members 
 

Joan Sirek 
 
Joan Sirek 
National First Vice President 
2019 – 2020 
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Accumulative Membership Summary by Department May 31, 2020 

Dept 

 

New 

 

Renewed  

 

Rejoined 

 

Total Annual   

 

Total Life 

 

Total 

AK  27  124 

 

 22 

 

173 

 

  285  458 

AL  7  22 

 

 0 

 

29 

 

  24  53 

AR  0  2 

 

 42 

 

44 

 

  37  81 

AZ  29  167 

 

 12 

 

208 

 

  235  443 

CA  11  32 

 

 0 

 

43 

 

  579  621 

CH  0  0 

 

 0 

 

0 

 

  1  1 

CO  0  0 

 

 0 

 

0 

 

  3  3 

CT  3  12 

 

 0 

 

15 

 

  87  102 

DC  0  11 

 

 0 

 

11 

 

  10  21 

DE  74  239 

 

 54 

 

367 

 

  49  416 

FL  1,092  3,117 

 

 296 

 

4,505 

 

  1,675  6,180 

GA  16  78 

 

 5 

 

99 

 

  90  189 

HI  1  0 

 

 0 

 

1 

 

  2  3 

IA  90  525 

 

 47 

 

662 

 

  383  1,045 

ID  21  0 

 

 6 

 

27 

 

  2  29 

IL  64  298 

 

 81 

 

443 

 

  524  967 

IN  265  608 

 

 233 

 

1,106 

 

  657  1,763 

KS  0  35 

 

 0 

 

35 

 

  34  69 

KY  88  305 

 

 13 

 

406 

 

  218  624 

LA  27  50 

 

 7 

 

84 

 

  150  234 

MA  46  304 

 

 13 

 

363 

 

  272  635 

MD  29  415 

 

 2 

 

446 

 

  300  746 

ME  75  262 

 

 8 

 

345 

 

  218  563 

MI  230  624 

 

 47 

 

901 

 

  943  1,844 

MN  0  0 

 

 12 

 

12 

 

  27  39 

MO  90  400 

 

 65 

 

555 

 

  462  1,017 

MS  0  0 

 

 0 

 

0 

 

  18  18 

NC  50  72 

 

 56 

 

178 

 

  136  314 

ND  9  156 

 

 6 

 

171 

 

  189  360 

NE  0  1 

 

 17 

 

18 

 

  68  86 

NJ  28  16 

 

 9 

 

53 

 

  64  117 

NM  0  0 

 

 0 

 

0 

 

  69  69 

NY  151  688 

 

 8 

 

847 

 

  424  1,271 

OH  704  3,151 

 

 819 

 

4,674 

 

  5,106  9,780 

OK  2  0 

 

 0 

 

2 

 

  25  27 

OR  0  0 

 

 0 

 

0 

 

  89  89 

PA  196  1,443 

 

 41 

 

1,680 

 

  728  2,408 

RI  0  0 

 

 0 

 

0 

 

  29  29 

SC  19  12 

 

 3 

 

34 

 

  142  176 

TN  40  91 

 

 0 

 

131 

 

  313  444 

TX  33  16 

 

 97 

 

146 

 

  396  542 

VA  77  87 

 

 22 

 

186 

 

  43  229 

VT  0  0 

 

 0 

 

0 

 

  1  1 

WA  47  132 

 

 7 

 

186 

 

  325  511 

WI  47  179 

 

 0 

 

226 

 

  181  407 

WV  22  23 

 

 64 

 

109 

 

  64  173 

WY  39  0 

 

 73 

 

112 

 

  8  120 

Report 3,751  13,697 

 

 2,187 

 

19,635 

 

  15,868  35,321 
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Accumulative Membership Report - May 31, 2020           

Dept 2019 
New 

2020 2019 
Renew 

2020 2020 
Rejoin 

2019 
Annual 

2020 
Annual 

2019 
Life 

2020 
Life 

2019 
Total 

2020 
Total   New Renew 

AK 47 27 146 124 22 221 173 281 285 502 458 

AL 19 7 1 22 0 20 29 21 24 41 53 

AR 1 0 5 2 42 6 44 37 37 43 81 

AZ 82 29 161 167 12 251 208 227 235 478 443 

CA 19 11 34 32 0 85 43 557 579 642 622 

CH 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 

CO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 3 

CT 3 3 8 12 0 12 15 86 87 98 102 

DC 0 0 12 11 0 12 11 11 10 23 21 

DE 81 74 205 239 54 340 367 49 49 389 416 

FL 1,230 1,092 2,238 3,117 296 4,696 4,505 1,618 1,675 6,314 6,180 

GA 23 16 69 78 5 117 99 91 90 208 189 

HI 15 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 17 3 

IA 123 90 536 525 47 726 662 376 383 1,102 1,045 

ID 0 21 0 0 6 0 27   2   29 

IL 121 64 328 298 81 523 443 523 524 1,046 967 

IN 299 265 632 608 233 1,215 1,106 650 657 1,855 1,763 

KS 3 0 52 35 0 55 35 34 34 89 69 

KY 121 88 267 305 13 476 406 216 218 692 624 

LA 13 27 61 50 7 74 84 152 150 226 234 

MA 52 46 323 304 13 395 363 269 272 664 635 

MD 37 29 417 415 2 480 446 301 300 781 746 

ME 103 75 50 262 8 359 345 213 218 572 563 

MI 231 230 609 624 47 894 901 923 943 1,817 1,844 

MN 5 0 0 0 12 31 12 26 27 57 39 

MO 111 90 451 400 65 602 555 448 462 1,050 1,017 

MS 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 18 18 18 

NC 60 50 110 72 56 172 178 127 136 299 314 

ND 27 9 139 156 6 191 171 185 189 376 360 

NE 0 0 21 1 17 22 18 68 68 90 86 

NJ 18 28 27 9 9 47 53 64 64 111 117 

NM 3 0 1 0 0 4 0 58 69 62 69 

NY 167 151 537 8 8 882 847 412 424 1,294 1,271 

OH 961 704 3,404 3,151 819 5,028 4,674 5,027 5,106 10,055 9,780 

OK 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 24 25 24 27 

OR 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 87 89 92 89 

PA 181 196 1,453 1,443 41 1,745 1,680 701 728 1,446 2,408 

RI 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 29 28 29 

SC 19 19 30 12 3 59 34 142 142 201 176 

TN 37 40 111 91 0 154 131 313 313 467 444 

TX 29 33 124 16 97 155 146 389 396 544 542 

VA 50 77 63 87 22 159 186 43 43 202 229 

VT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 

WA 51 47 111 132 7 181 186 314 325 495 511 

WI 21 47 0 179 0 204 226 175 181 379 407 

WV 50 22 114 23 64 167 109 69 64 236 173 

WY 41 39 30 0 73 99 112 4 8 103 120 

Total 4,454 3,751 12,880 13,699 2,187 20,879 19,635 15,364 15,868 36,243 35,321 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL 2ND VICE PRESIDENT 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madame President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
Normally at this point, I would be welcoming you to Springfield, Illinois but with Convention 
cancelled it’s as if someone pushed a giant pause button on life in general.  Thank you for your 
patience and understanding as National is trying to bring some sense of normalcy to this by trying 
to do business as usual in getting information to all of you in the Convention book.  I know I will 
miss seeing and spending time with all of you.   
 
Thank you to all the NEC women for your work in getting reports sent in on time.  This must have 
been very difficult with not being able to meet with your locals.  Thank you to all the Department 
and Local 2nd Vice’s for all your work in Child Welfare.  I look forward to working with you once 
again for the next year since many of you are repeating your position as I am.   
 
I enjoyed my visit to the John Tracy Center in California and learned so much there, touring their 
brand-new facility and showing me what a worthwhile National Project it is.  Unfortunately, JTC 
Month fell right in the middle of the Posts being closed making it difficult to hold planned 
fundraisers.  I would like to thank all the Auxiliaries that have sent donations to National.  Since we 
can’t present a check in person, one will be sent to JTC with a letter. 
 
I would like to thank and commend the National Office staff for dealing with the challenges that 
have happened - keeping us functioning and continuing to provide awesome customer service  
 
On a personal note I would like to thank all the Auxiliary members that sent cards and offered 
prayers for my recovery. I am doing great!  We have an amazing sisterhood!  
 
Madame President Dee, thank you for dealing with the challenges of the past year – one that will 
go down in history for floating on uncharted water.  
 
 

Karin Simmons 
Karin Simmons 
National 2nd Vice President 
2019 – 2020 
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CHILD WELFARE YEAR-END REPORT 2019-2020 

STATE 
AUXILIARIES 
REPORTING VOLUNTEERS HOURS EVALUATION 

YOUTH 
VOLUNTEERS HOURS EVALUATION 

AK 3 28 1992 $43,459.00 ~ ~ ~ 

AL 1 6 18 $548.00 ~ ~ ~ 

AZ 3 77 498 $15,370.00 ~ ~ ~ 

CA* 1 5 11 220 ~ ~ ~ 

CT 
No Report 

Received             

FL 31 487 5287 $221,590.00 3 12 $240.00 

GA 5 49 423 $19,195.00 ~ ~ ~ 

IA 15 263 1520 $85,914.00 3 22 $465.00 

IL 9 69 1408 $45,170.00 16 435 $9,986.00 

IN 13 13 1437 $38,338.00 2 0 0 

KS 2 11 1 $125.00 ~ ~ ~ 

KY 7 111 1689 91.924.00 ~ ~ ~ 

LA 3 19 319 $8,030.00 ~ ~ ~ 

MA 8 297 137 $11,200.00 ~ ~ ~ 

MD 3 20 176 $7,653.00 ~ ~ ~ 

ME* 5 49 2590 $93,424.00       

MI 11 169 2532 $105,057.00 2 55 $1,127.00 

MO 2 136 1939 $49,266.00 ~ ~ ~ 

NC* 11 61 1216 $51,326.00 ~ ~ ~ 

ND 2 6 575 $11,500.00 ~ ~ ~ 

NE 4 8 3436 $77,923.00 ~ ~ ~ 

NJ 
No Report 

Received             

NY* 14 176 11829 $421,917.00 57 622 $16,876.00 

OH 57 265 18652 $403,464.00 4 9 $188.00 

OR 
No Report 

Received             

PA 16 122 3851 $112,055.00 6 807 $25,140.00 

SC 
No Report 

Received             

TN 6 69 7789 $166,757.00 5 92 $1,870.00 

TX 9 41 329 $13,910.00 1 7 $140.00 

VA 2 11 324 $6,480.00 ~ ~ ~ 

WA 2 35 523 $24,546.00 ~ ~ ~ 

WI 11 157 10052 $249,100.00 2 72 $2,118.00 

WV* 2 20 7 $940.00 ~ ~ ~ 

Totals 219 2177 72,754.00 $2,003,290.00 95 2099 $57,445.00 

Note: * = Report received after deadline. 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL 3RD VICE PRESIDENT 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Welcome to the 2020 AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary “Quarantined Convention Edition.” It has 
been a pleasure to serve as your National 3rd Vice President. Madam President, I would normally 
wish you a successful convention, but this time I will want you to stay healthy through this wild 
pandemic.  
 
It is hard to believe that the year has come to an end already. I would like to thank everyone for 
the fantastic job you have done in helping our communities through a pandemic that has shut 
down our Nation for weeks. Still, you persevered when it came to helping each other in and 
outside of your communities, and the work you have done has not gone unnoticed. A personal 
moment of thanks to all of the Department N.E.C. Ladies, your reports that came in on time were 
great to read, and I learned a lot about each of your Departments, and Local Auxiliaries, your love 
of working in your communities is eternal, and I thank you for all of your hard work! 
 
Thank you to all the Local Auxiliaries and Department’s that supported my program this year 
PAWS With A Cause®, and for helping to keep the “CommUNITY Starts With You,” without your 
constant love for your communities and puppies, PAWS wouldn’t be where it is today. 
Thank you to those who volunteered to serve on the Community Committee please consider 
holding on till next year’s convention. I will be excited to see you all then and share the great ideas 
for Community Service work as well as serving next to each of you. 
 
I thank you all again for this opportunity to serve as your National 3rd Vice President this year was 
a rewarding and humbling experience in many ways, and I am looking forward and ready to serve 
another year as your National 3rd Vice President. 
 
Madam President Dee, it has been my pleasure and privilege to serve you, and to serve alongside 
all the other National Officers. My best wishes to all of you during this time. Please, most of all, 
stay healthy and safe until we meet again. 
 
 

Amy Stopyra 
Amy Stopyra 
National 3rd Vice President 
2019 - 2020 
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STATE

AUXILIARIES 

REPORTING VOLUNTEERS HOURS EVALUATION

YOUTH 

VOLUNTEERS PROJECTS HOURS EVALUATION

AL 1 15.00 214.0 $9,557.50

AK 3 106 7185 $188,475.00

AZ 3 41 688 $57,264.00

CA No Report Received 

CT No Report Received 

DE No Report Received 

DC No Report Received 

FL 39 516 56986 $498,667.00 2 1 4.0 $80.00

GA 5 50 1045 $37,178.00

HI No Report Received 

IA 15 255 4411 $137,907.00 9 18 411.0 $8,625.00

IL 14 176 5102 $220,471.00 10 166 351 $13,461.00

IN 14 188 6790 $175,528.00

KS 2 9 1 $100.00

KY 8 149 2397 $195,897.00

LA 3 19 384 $11,052.00

MA 7 280 3805 $23,545.00

MD 4 49 866 $30,891.00 1 1 4.0 $80.00

ME* 2 31 1408 $34,775.00

MI 15 206 9074 $297,017.00 1 11 25.0 $533.00

MO 8 122 6405 $155,000.00

NC* 11 56 875 $80,160.00

ND 2 16 1790 $39,608.00

NE 4 8 2090 $44,654.00

NJ No Report Received 

NY 15 219 7345 $243,503.00 7 28 73.0 $1,931.00

OH 24 383 13358 $409,060.00 4 6 33.0 $1,153.00

OR No Report Received 

PA 16 169 8346 $313,150.00 17 37 195.0 $3,647.00

SC No Report Received 

TN 6 71 3146 $137,041.00 4 2 26.0 $520.00

TX 3 47 1375 $48,194.00

VA 2 41 893 $32,572.00

WA 4 50 607 $33,026.00

WI 11 96 9534 $289,848.00 9 17 108.0 $3,077.00

WV 2 20 1241 $260,241.00

Totals 242 3373 157147 $3,994,824.00 64 287 1,230.0 $33,107.00

Note: * = Report received after deadline.

COMMUNITY SERVICE YEAR-END 2019-2020
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL TREASURER 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Greetings: Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, National Executive 
Committeewomen and Guests - Welcome to the 74th National Convention online edition! 
 
Enclosed for your review are the financial reports of AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary as of 
August 30, 2020.  The attached financial reports are the balance sheet, operating statement, 
donations and the National Convention. In comparing total membership received to budget, the 
auxiliary has received 6.0% less; comparing actual to last year at this time received 2.0% less.   
Membership is the backbone of our organization and it is important for everyone to renew and 
sign up new members. In comparing total expenses to budget, the auxiliary has spent 65.4%, 
compared to last year at this time 80.8%. This large difference is due to not having a National 
Convention, watching expenses and the COVID 19. 
 
The budget for 2020-2021 was approved by the National Officers, PNPs, and the NEC Women. 
 
In comparing donations to all National Projects, this year to last year the donations are down by 
19.0%. Thank you to everyone for the support you have given to our national projects and 
continue the unselfish good works in helping others. 
 
Madame President Dee, a different year for everyone with many changes and challenges. We can 
do it and remain strong.  
 
To our staff at Headquarters and National Officers, thank you for your help and assistance. 
 
To all Department and Local Auxiliaries be proactive in keeping your members informed and up to 
date on information concerning your revenue and expenses during these uncertain times. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask, write, email, or call me.   Thank you for 
allowing me to serve each of you.  Stay healthy and stay safe.  Wear your mask.  Happy Trails! 
 
 

PNP Barbara Guth 
PNP Barbara K. Guth 
National Treasurer 
2018 – 2019 
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2019-2020 Balance

Income Actual Budget Remaining % of Budget

463.0 Honorary/Duplicate Life Card 3,430.00     2,000.00     (1,430.00)    171.50%

475.0 Quartermaster Sales 130.00        200.00        70.00          65.00%

480.0 Service Foundation Grant 30,000.00    30,000.00    -             100.00%

490.0 Member Dues Annual Renewals 242,774.50  266,250.00  23,475.50    91.18%

491.0 Member Dues New 60,129.00    66,000.00    5,871.00     91.10%

492.0 Member Due Life 40,950.00    39,000.00    (1,950.00)    105.00%

493.0 Member Due New Life 15,525.00    13,000.00    (2,525.00)    119.42%

494.0 National Mailings -             -             -             

498.0 Other Income 2,707.05     -             (2,707.05)    

499.0 Interest Income 401.95        100.00        (301.95)       401.95%

499.1 Interest Income - Amerprise 60,253.69    20,000.00    (40,253.69)   301.27%

495.0 NEC Registration 1,105.00     1,000.00     (105.00)       110.50%

496.0 Member Due - Life Reserve -             65,000.00    65,000.00    0.00%

Total Income 457,406.19  502,550.00  45,143.81    91.02%

Expenses

Headquarters

505.0 Rent 12.00          12.00          -             100.00%

512.0 Computer Modification -             6,000.00     6,000.00     0.00%

512.1 Software Modification 8,435.00     11,400.00    2,965.00     73.99%

513.0 Computer Purchase 4,653.71     2,500.00     (2,153.71)    186.15%

573.1 Fees - Accounting 9,708.80     9,750.00     41.20          99.58%

574.0 HQ - Employee Conv. Expense 830.56        6,000.00     5,169.44     13.84%

577.0 HQ - Equipment Lease 11,321.33    12,000.00    678.67        94.34%

578.0 HQ - Insurance 4,049.13     8,200.00     4,150.87     49.38%

579.0 HQ - Printing  and Supplies 3,770.97     7,000.00     3,229.03     53.87%

580.0 HQ - Telephone and Fax 2,501.58     2,500.00     (1.58)           100.06%

581.0 HQ - Staff Education -             500.00        500.00        0.00%

582.0 HQ - Executive Administrator Travel 581.23        1,500.00     918.77        38.75%

575.0 HQ - NEC Expenses 530.10        1,500.00     969.90        35.34%

584.0 HQ - Employee Pay Insurance 30,147.39    37,000.00    6,852.61     81.48%

589.0 HQ - Operating Salaries 127,874.78  135,000.00  7,125.22     94.72%

589.5 HQ - Payroll Processing 2,849.08     3,000.00     150.92        94.97%

590.0 HQ - Postage 1,088.46     3,000.00     1,911.54     36.28%

600.0 Payroll Taxes 11,453.79    13,000.00    1,546.21     88.11%

Subtotal - Headquarters 219,807.91  259,862.00  40,054.09    84.59%

National President

569.0 National President Expenses 14,779.90    40,000.00    25,220.10    36.95%

Subtotal - National President 14,779.90    40,000.00    25,220.10    36.95%

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary

Operating Income Statement

As of August 31, 2020
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2018 - 2019 Balance

Expenses Actual Budget Remaining % of Budget

National Officers

507.0 N.O. - Travel Insurance 750.00        2,100.00     1,350.00     35.71%

542.2 N.O. - National Appeals Boards -             1,000.00     1,000.00     0.00%

543.0 N.O. - Fall Meeting Expense 9,206.59     12,500.00    3,293.41     73.65%

543.1 N.O. - Executive Board Meeting -             1,000.00     1,000.00     0.00%

544.0 N.O. - Miscellaneous Expense 669.89        1,500.00     830.11        44.66%

544.1 N.O. - Promotional Travel 2,947.59     4,500.00     1,552.41     65.50%

544.2 N.O. - Promotional Membership -             1,000.00     1,000.00     0.00%

546.0 N.O. - NEC Expenses 14,406.36    17,000.00    2,593.64     84.74%

547.0 N.O. - Postage 1,302.91     2,000.00     697.09        65.15%

548.0 N.O. - National Convention -             30,000.00    30,000.00    0.00%

549.0 Finance Committee -             500.00        500.00        0.00%

Subtotal -National Officers 29,283.34    73,100.00    43,816.66    40.06%

Program / Services

542.0 NEC Expenses 765.00        2,500.00     1,735.00     30.60%

567.0 Membership 6,188.66     6,000.00     (188.66)       103.14%

583.0 Humanitarian -             2,500.00     2,500.00     0.00%

591.0 Promotional / Training (8,540.13)    1,000.00     9,540.13     -854.01%

593.0 Organization/Training 799.40        1,500.00     700.60        53.29%

Subtotal - Program / Services (787.07)       13,500.00    14,287.07    -5.83%

Publications

556.1 National Lines 35,993.00    36,000.00    7.00            99.98%

Subtotal - Publications 35,993.00    36,000.00    7.00            99.98%

Miscellaneous

511.0 Bank Charges -             100.00        100.00        0.00%

514.0 Condolences / Emergency -             500.00        500.00        0.00%

594.0 Quartermaster Expenses -             200.00        200.00        0.00%

Subtotal - Miscellaneous -             800.00        800.00        0.00%

Total Expenses 299,077.08  423,262.00  124,184.92  70.66%

Total Income / (Loss) 158,329.11  79,288.00    (79,041.11)   

65.39% 84.22%
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP OFFICER 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
I want to thank you for allowing me to serve as your Scholarship Officer this year. And what a year 
it has been!  Because of the Pandemic Quarantine, our Convention has been cancelled.  I am sad 
that there will be no convention this year as I always look forward to seeing everyone. 
 
Therefore, we are in “uncharted waters” as to how to handle the scholarships we receive.  Wow, 
the story I will have to tell about 2019-2020 Scholarship judging.  My committee members were 
spread from Wisconsin to Florida to Massachusetts.  All disqualified applications were 
doublechecked.  Three people judged the qualified application and selected the Scholarship 
winners. 

 
I have already received some applications, and the same problems seem to exist.  Line are left 
blank, Auxiliary cards are not attached and Letters of Recommendations are not signed. PLEASE 
double check everything before sending in your applications. Looking forward to receiving many 
scholarship applications and that they are filled out correctly. 
 
Another thing that should be doubled checked is the application itself.  There are three (3) 
different applications that can be used.  The College Support Scholarship is for children or 
grandchildren of an AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary member and must be a graduating high school 
senior who has been accepted an accredited college or university.  The Career Start Scholarship 
is for Ladies Auxiliary members who are re-entering the workforce with at least one semester or 
quarter at an accredited technical college. The Auxiliary Scholarship is for someone in their 
second year of undergraduate studies in an accredited college. PLEASE look carefully and use 
the right one. 
 
We were able to give all qualified applicants a scholarship!  Letters have gone out them informing 
them and asking how they want their scholarship issued.  Likewise, all those who were 
disqualified received a letter telling them what was wrong with their application and stating that we 
hope they apply again next year. 
 
It has been a very strange year, but rest assured, the scholarships were taken care of properly. 
 
 
 

Peggy Liss 
Peggy Liss 
National Scholarship Officer 
2019 - 2020 
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SCHOLARSHIP YEAR-END 2019-2020 

STATE 
AUXILIARIES 
REPORTING VOLUNTEERS HOURS EVALUATION 

YOUTH 
VOLUNTEERS PROJECTS HOURS EVALUATION 

AL 0 0.00 0.0 $300.00         

AK 3 5 0 $1,635.00         

AZ 3 19 473 $22,531.00         

CA                 

CT                 

DC                 

FL 15 177 1256 $50,849.00 1 1 12.0 $240.00 

GA 5 34 161 $5,616.00         

HI                 

IA                 

IL 7 51 415 $15,606.00 2 1 3 $60.00 

IN 9 24 483 $18,173.00         

KS 2 10 2 $100.00         

KY 12 84 850 $109,066.00         

LA 3     $400.00         

MA 6 311 584 $19,541.00         

MD 3 64 276 $16,679.00         

ME                 

MI                 

MO 8 76 619 $23,298.00         

NC 11 32 315 $9,695.00         

ND 2 4 25 $10,600.00         

NE 4 8 152 $3,120.00         

NJ                 

NY 11 129 4458 $89,160.00 11 3 54.0 $1,080.00 

OH 21 117 2028 $54,985.00         

OR                 

PA 24 27 128 $5,593.00         

SC                 

TN 5 62 627 $14,153.00 1 6 30.0 $600.00 

TX 5 28 2434 $92,808.00         

VA 1 1 205 $4,100.00         

WA 3 3 6 $510.00         

WI 10 31 37 $2,632.00         

WV                 

Totals 173 1297 15534 $570,850.00 15 11 99.0 $1,980.00 

Note: * = Report received after deadline. 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL AMERICANISM OFFICER 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department Presidents, 
Delegates and Guests: 
 
This year reminds me of an old song with the words “what a long strange trip it’s been”.  Nothing this year 
has been normal; everything has been turned upside down and yet we have persevered and continued 
moving forward.  Allowing me to serve you as your Americanism Officer was truly a gift of a lifetime, one 
which opened my eyes to all the great work the Auxiliaries are performing for our Veterans and neighbors.  
So many of you found ways to help and give back.  Much needed masks were a highlight this year. 
 
Very noticeable this year in reporting, were terrific numbers in our youth participation, not only in the 
amount of children, but by the increase in states having youth projects.  Congratulations to all for reaching 
out to our future generation, expanding their opportunities, creating informed individuals and leading by 
example. 
 
We had more areas report this year ended than prior years.  Fantastic job everyone.  While we aren’t 
perfect in our reporting skills, we have improved tremendously in comprehension and continuity.  Project 
ideas are flying off the shelf in ingenuity and originality and the beauty of all this is helping our Veterans 
and neighbors during this pandemic.  We are seeing a surge in providing much needed assistance in food 
pantries, creating masks and other much needed help. 
 
“Storm the Hill” - this year for the ladies was very productive.  A sea of white uniforms was seen in both 
the House of Representatives and the Senate.  You turned out to spread the word about Veterans issues 
and this year were able to discuss more issues pertaining to female Veterans.  A message much better 
heard and listened to when we delivered it, being females ourselves.  Our presence sent a strong 
message to our representatives. 
 
I want to thank everyone who purchased or took Freedoms Foundation tickets to sell.  The option of 

getting out and selling the booklets escaped us very quickly in March.  It is very understandable and so, 
please attempt to sell them as your states permit.  Our drawing is planned for the Spring NEC.  Ticket 
stubs and monies must be turned in by then to me for your entries to count.  If you have more booklets 
than you are comfortable with, please return those to me.  
 
On a personal note, I am amazed by the incredible numbers put forth in my Americanism Report, not 
because they are so high, but because each person, each hour, each project represents something we 
gave, did for or to our Veterans and neighbors.  We are here to help provide aid and assistance to our 
Veterans, be very proud of your accomplishments.  I appreciate all your efforts. 
 
Madam President, for you I wish a much easier, productive and fun-filled Year.  May God guide us in 
deliberations, our temperament, discussions and decisions. 

 
 

Denise Rodzen 
Denise Rodzen 
National Americanism Officer 
2018 - 2019 
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AMERICANISM YEAR-END 2019-2020 

STATE 
AUXILIARIES 
REPORTING VOLUNTEERS HOURS EVALUATION 

YOUTH 
VOLUNTEERS PROJECTS HOURS EVALUATION 

AL 1 14.00 207.0 $5,775.00 0       

AK 3 30 9749 $211,623.00 0       

AZ 3 50 2838 $73,241.00 0       

CA No Report               

CT No Report               

DC No Report               

FL 29 455 12748 $404,807.00 11 5 60.0 $1,745.00 

GA 5 46 490 $17,159.00 5 9 64.0 $1,285.00 

HI No Report               

IA 16 339 7640 $177,593.00 15 9 113.0 $2,401.00 

IL 7 82 4205 $132,139.00 5 24 81 $3,480.00 

IN 16 239 6914 $164,252.00 0       

KS 2 10 2 $160.00 0       

KY 4 45 1533 $47,597.00 0       

LA 3 30 983 $18,315.00 0       

MA 7 138 1592 $51,917.00 17 10 123.0 $2,760.00 

MD 4 55 516 $17,416.00 0       

ME* 4 34 584 $29,100.00 0       

MI 14 260 8766 $375,894.00 28 4 73.0 $1,460.00 

MO 9 549 3280 $63,495.00 0       

NC* 11 80 4618 $145,209.00 2 1 10.0 $300.00 

ND 4 30 933 $23,582.00 0       

NE 4 10 2192 $50,090.00 0       

NJ No Report               

NY 15 237 13908 $330,433.00 25 28 187.0 $4,099.00 

OH 30 222 5397 $139,463.00 0       

OR No Report               

PA 24 252 4393 $153,511.00 60 24 377.0 $7,535.00 

SC 1 2 10 $300.00 0       

TN 5 51 2067 $63,648.00 0       

TX 6 42 331 $11,227.00 0       

VA 1 7 306 $11,087.00 0       

WA 2 41 406 $20,963.00 0       

WI 10 98 6913 $212,464.00 114 24 208.0 $6,037.00 

WV 2 19 600 $140,230.00 0       

Totals 242 3453 103914 $3,086,915.00 282 138 1,296.0 $31,102.00 

Note: * = Report received after deadline.           
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL HOSPITAL OFFICER 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
Greetings from Ohio! I would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve this year as your 
National Hospital Officer. This year has been a humbling, amazing learning experience. My 
theme was “Helping Hands create Healing Hearts, Minds and Bodies”. This is a strange ending to 
a good year however a BIG thank you to the NEC women for the reports sent in. We would love 
to see more Auxiliaries report. 
 
Great job everyone under such trying circumstances due to the Covid-19 restrictions and 
guidelines. We will rebound from this pandemic and be much stronger in spite of everything. We 
had to find creative ways to raise funds once everything was shut down due to the Coronavirus 
so since masks are required in many places, I decided to raise money for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital by making them. I also donated many of them, 800 out of 1000 to be exact to 
VA facilities and essential workers. I want to thank all the ladies who also made masks as 
projects. You all are rock stars and I personally want to thank you.  
 
To those Auxiliaries that were part of my team and sold pinups, pins or did other fundraisers this 
year, thank you for your hard work and dedication. You ladies have done a great job this year 
under the circumstances. Now that our Posts are back open, we can continue our work for our 
Veterans, Nursing homes and communities once restrictions are lifted. The VA facilities are 
always in need of personal care items, maybe some snacks they can pass out and even 
monetary donations for events they hold in their facilities. VA and Nursing homes have been on 
lock down here in Ohio and maybe even in your areas making visits impossible for months but 
once they open make it your mission to visit as these residents that have been without 
communication to the outside for months. 
 
Our reporting has been down this year: 221 Auxiliaries, 2013 volunteers, 78,622 hours, 
$1,938,910.00 total evaluation. Let’s make 2020-2021 our goal to increase these statistics.  
Thank you everyone for your generous donations to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, your 
kindness does not go unnoticed. 
 
Madam President, fellow Officers and PNP’s, thank you for your guidance and it has been a 
pleasure working with you and I look forward to this next year as well. Stay safe, healthy, strong 
and God bless everyone. 
 
 

Cindy Rice 
Cindy Rice 
National Hospital Officer 
2019 - 2020 
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HOSPITAL YEAR-END 2019-2020 

STATE 
AUXILIARIES 
REPORTING VOLUNTEERS HOURS EVALUATION 

YOUTH 
VOLUNTEERS PROJECTS HOURS EVALUATION 

AL 1 12.00 224.0 $7,307.00         

AK 3 33 568 $25,715.00         

AZ 3 48 783 $22,228.00         

CA 2 11 1360 $3,736.00         

CT                 

DC                 

FL 25 311 5,974 $185,967.00         

GA 5 32 532 $16,945.00 3 2 5.0 $100.00 

HI                 

IA 15 171 4970 $123,623.00 38 13 115.0 $3,216.00 

IL 10 93 3361 $67,220.00 5 42 106 $2,120.00 

IN 8 54 1265 $36,771.00         

KS 2 1 12 $240.00         

KY 8 26 900 $22,614.00 2 4 10 $200.00 

LA 3 18 1073 $25,212.00         

MA 7 329 2302 $63,317.00 26 24 178.0 $3,581.00 

MD 4 31 1277 $45,764.00         

ME**** 4 9 112 $2,581.00         

MI 15 155 3993 $105,434.00 3 9 84.0 $1,680.00 

MO 9 62 7543 $159,212.00         

NC**** 11 51 1202 $50,737.00 2 1 2.0 $40.00 

ND 4 22 2320 $41,127.00         

NE 4 10 1986 $42,699.00         

NJ                 

NY 15 205 9746 $223,859.00 11 3 24.0 $616.00 

OH 24 129 6176 $171,311.00         

OR                 

PA 20 111 3127 $67,242.00         

SC                 

TN 5 46 4981 $114,225.00 3 2 14.0 $280.00 

TX 6 14 127 $10,990.00         

VA 2 11 96 $2,937.00         

WA 3 28 3987 $81,309.00         

WI 10 79 8319 $255,612.00 9 22 83.0 $1,962.00 

WV*** 2 15 306 $21,962.00         

Totals 229 2117 78,622.0 $1,997,896.00 102 122 621.0 $13,795.00 

Note: * = Report received after deadline. 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL VAVS REPRESENTATIVE 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
This past year, our VAVS Representatives, Deputies and Volunteers have dedicated themselves 
to serve our nations heroes, by assisting our Veterans in VA Medical Centers and Clinics across 
our country. 
 
All VAVS Reps and Deps are required to attend the 4 quarterly meetings of the VAVS committee 
at their Medical Center, complete the Annual joint Review (AJR) in September, and recruit 
volunteers to assist them at the VA.  This year I received 38 Annual Joint Reviews from our VAVS 
Representatives but found it to be quite a challenge to get the VA Chiefs of Voluntary Service to 
forward them to me. 
 
Due to the Covid-19, the VA is in the process of integrating through their 3 Phase plan and will 
start to bring volunteers back to the medical center and clinics. There will obviously be some 
changes to the way we have done things in the past. There will be some volunteer assignments 
that no longer exist, and some new opportunities such as virtual volunteering, and Compassionate 
Care Calling, which is a volunteer who calls and checks in on homebound veterans. 
 
The VA National Advisory Committee (NAC) Annual Conference in April was canceled due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  I recently forwarded a check in the amount of $4,945.00 to the James Parke 
Scholarship Treasurer, for your donations. Thank you for your support of our Youth Hospital 
Volunteers. 
 
Madam President Dee, it has been a pleasure working with you and your officers. This has 
certainly been a year that we will not forget. 
 
 

Marie Rorrio 
Marie Rorrio 
National VAVS Representative 
2018 - 2019 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
Another year has gone by, but who would have thought it would end this way?  I pray that our 
Heavenly Father blesses each and every one of you, and your families while we go through these 
difficult days.  If anything, it will show the strength we have to withstand these trials, and to show 
the love and support we show to one another.  We unfortunately have lost many of our precious 
sisters during the year through various illnesses.  Remember to continue to pray for their families 
and friends. 
 
I want to thank Madam President Dee for her leadership and compassion, and to my fellow 
National Officers, for the special bond I feel between us.  What a special group I have been 
blessed to work with. 
 
Because of the pandemic, we are remaining in our current offices until Convention 2021 when 
elections can be held.  Continue to send deceased member notifications to me, and to Sonja at 
Auxiliary Headquarters. When we compare lists, I am seeing that Headquarters’ list is larger than 
mine, which means I am not receiving all notifications. I must receive a copy so cards can be sent 
out.  Sympathy, 2 months from date of date, or thinking of you, 4 months from date of death. If 
there is no next of kin listed, or no address for the next of kin, I cannot send a card. Also, it is 
important to have the members Auxiliary ID # listed. 
 
I strongly encourage that each Auxiliary review their Auxiliary manuals in regard to duties of 
officers. Before accepting a position, review those duties, as well as the Code of Ethics, Aims and 
Purposes, and Preamble.  Our goals should be the same.  Remember at meetings, everyone is 
important.  1 Peter 4:10 as every man has received the gift, even so minister one to another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  Each person has something unique and special to 
offer as a human being, so we must recognize the many gifts given to us, so together our team 
has many options to share with one another.  1 Corinthians 12:14, for the body is not one 
member, but many.  We are the strongest working in unity. Teamwork is the key to living life in 
harmony, so we can do God’s will. 
 
As we venture into future months, keep our brothers and sisters in mind, check in with them, 
remind them they have not been forgotten.  Pray for our military, first responders, front line 
workers and our Country’s Leaders.  Our Nation NEEDS more than ever prayers and not 
negativity and divisiveness.  God Bless Everyone.  Hope to see everyone soon. 
 
 

Mary Lanphere 
Mary Lanphere 
National Chaplain 
2018 – 2019 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL PARLIAMENTARIAN 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
Wow! What a year!  We have used the term “Unchartered waters” quite often this year.  But I 
could never have imagined what this year would look like from the eyes of a Parliamentarian.  As 
you know there is nothing in Robert’s Rules of Order that provides any kind of guidance in this 
situation.   The National organization has looked to the National AMVETS and National Sons of 
AMVETS so that we can provide unified information.  We have done our best to help all of us 
traverse through this new way of living.  We may have made errors; we may have issued a 
statement only to issue a change to that statement.  Please know that we were in constant 
communication to figure things out, all the while why trying out navigate our personal lives.  I hope 
that each of you are healthy and I can’t wait to see you all in person! 
 
It is important that local Auxiliaries continue to look to their Department for guidance as we begin a 
new Auxiliary year.  National may not know the specific guidance your governor has issued for 
your state.  Every state is in various stages of reopening.  The National Auxiliary are not health 
care providers so we cannot tell you when it is safe to meet again; please check with your 
Department President and Parliamentarian, they will advise you.  Thank you to the Headquarters 
staff for keeping us running.  Working from home can be a challenge and I appreciate all that you 
have done! 
 
If this pandemic has taught us anything it taught us how much we value the human touch and 
interaction.  I am so thankful for all of you can that hug will mean so much more when we get 
together.  Until then, stay safe and healthy. 
 
Madam President, it has been an honor to serve with you and the executive board. 
 
 

Heidi Dineen-Serpis 
PNP Heidi Dineen-Serpis 
National Parliamentarian 
2019 - 2020 



 

35 

 

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
Greetings!  What can I say?  My hope is that Covid-19 has made us appreciate the daily blessings 
we already have – and that we learned to be kinder, more patient and respectful to one another.  
Kind of fits with my program “Respect on the Convention Floor”. 
 
Though our National Convention is cancelled this year, I will still need color guards and pages on 
the 2021 Convention Floor in North Carolina!  Something positive to look forward to! 
 
Please follow proper Flag Display and Etiquette which can be found online at 
www.flagetiquette.org. 
 
The Flag Speaks: (Short version) Filled with significance are my colors of red, white and blue into 

which have been woven the courage and strength of Americans.  The Red in my stripes proclaims 
the courage that inspires men to face danger and to do what is right.  My White strips mark me as 
the emblem of the land of the free, the country in which the oppressed of the world may enjoy 
equality and Liberty.  The Blue in field of stars stands for loyalty.  It tells a story of thousands of 
men and women who have been loyal to their country through suffering and hardships.  Each Star 
tells a story of a great and sovereign State, which entered the union. 
 

 I Stand for the Constitution of the United States 

 I represent the Declaration of Independence, Birth Certificate of the American Nation 

 I stand for peace, and goodwill among the Nations of the World 

 I control the strong, protect the weak, relieve suffering, and do all I can for the betterment of 
mankind 

 I stand for tolerance toward men of all creeds and races 

 I reflect the wealth and grandeur of this great land of opportunity 

 I tell the story of the achievements and progress of the American people in art, science, 
culture, literature, inventions, commerce, transportation and industry 

 I am the badge of the Nation’s greatness and the emblem of its destiny 

 
God Bless the United States of America. 
 
 

Debra Gass 
Debra Gass 
National Sergeant-At-Arms 
2019 - 2020 

 

http://www.flagetiquette.org/
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL TRAINING CHAIRMAN 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests - can you believe that we’re not having a National Convention?  
The Coronavirus has cast an uncertain future over AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary meetings, seminars, 
leadership training, etc. 
 
The seminar “Service You Can Trust” that was planned for this Convention is postponed until the 
2021 National Convention.   The registration form will be in the 2021 National Convention Digest 
and posted under the NEC/Convention tab on the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary website. 
 
Each year we continue to have more Auxiliary members coming to the Pigeon Forge Leadership 
Training.  Our theme was “The Unstoppable Leader” and we had the honor of the following 
speakers:  AMVETS National Commander Jan Brown, KY Alt. NEC Tracy Hays, 
Speaker/Marketer/Author Stacey Ruth and PNP’s Barbara Guth, Evelyn McElvin, Marvell Ruppel 
and Barbara Valley.  Everyone did an awesome job!  A special thanks to the Department of 
Tennessee, National Officers, Jennifer Dotson, Wincie Wright, Amy Stopyra, PNP/Executive 
Director Carol King, Headquarters staff and other members too many to mention but you know 
who you are who assisted with stuffing bags, clean up, etc.  Also, everyone that attended the 
leadership training because without you, training could not have been possible. 
 
The 2021 Leadership Training normally held in Pigeon Forge is canceled due to COVID-19 
cases rapidly rising and a great deal of uncertainty.  Praying this will all end soon. 
 
Tips for your “Stay At Home Seminar” - As states begin to reopen during the worldwide 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and many questions unanswered, please continue to: 

 Wash your hands 

 Avoid close contact 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a cloth face cover 

 Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily 

 Stay home if possible, especially if you are sick 

 Call your health provider if you have concerns 

 Continue to stay informed about what’s happening in your community, and always follow 
the directions of state and local authorities.  

Think Smart. Stay Safe! 
 
Madam President it is an honor and privilege to serve under your leadership.  I also would like to 
thank PNP/Parliamentarian Heidi Dineen-Serpis for assisting with training during the Spring NEC 
and throughout the year.  
 

Charlene Kee 
PNP Charlene D. Kee 
National Training Chair 
2019 - 2020 



 

37 

 

AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL HONORS AND AWARDS CHAIRMAN 
AUGUST 2020 

 

Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 

As we continue to tighten down and be safe in these unchartered waters our members are still 
volunteering when and where ever they can to assist and help out. With our members safety and 
well-being in mind, yes our 1st ever National Convention was canceled. 

However, our National President Baggett, Headquarters and National Board is working hard on 
not cancelling acknowledgement of Honors and Awards for our membership.  Preparations and 
details for when, where and how our award judging will take place is in the works for our 2019-
2020 Auxiliary year.  When all plans are settled and decided on, I will inform everyone of the 
outcome for “Dee’s Red, White and Blue” Awards Program. 

Due to our pandemic the deadlline date for all Honors and Awards submissions for judging was 
changed to August 1st.  The Honors and Awards Committee will be meeting at the Spring 2021 
NEC (if held) to finish judging awards.  The only awards to be announced before to that meeting 
will be the individual Scholarship awards.  Those will be posted to our website at a later date. 

All Historybook/Scrapbook entries should be saved and submitted at the 2021 National 
Convention.  Since the possibility of having the same President exists, only one entry per Local or 
Department should be submitted.  No resolutions, recommendations and amendments were 
accepted for this year. 

Looking forward to seeing all your great entries and wish you all good luck. 

Madam President Dee Baggett theme is the same “Always Remember”. 

Hope to see everyone real soon, take care and stay safe! 
 
 

PNP Evelyn McElvin 
PNP Evelyn McElvin 
National Honors and Awards Chairman 
2019 - 2020 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

IMMEDIATE PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
AUGUST 2020 

 

Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
I hope all have been staying safe as our country has been in such turmoil. At this time, we all don’t 
know what tomorrow as in store for us, only that we must help those in need by doing our part and 
doing the best we can do. 
 
I know I’m to talk about our 50/50 raffle for National Convention, but I find that so very hard to do. 
My thoughts go out to so many that have lost a love one. Those that are in the hospital and have 
no one to be able to visit them. So many that have had to put their lives on hold. So many out of 
work. All those first responder that are putting their lives at risk to help so many in need.  We have 
so many of our wonderful sisters in AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary that are working hard making mask, 
checking on friends, cooking for the elderly. Thank you, ladies, for all you do. Just another reason 
to say what AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary is all about. 
 
At the March NEC 50/50 tickets were given out and supposed to be sold so winners could be 
drawn at National Convention.  Since then so much has changed.  Meetings have been canceled 
and we haven’t been able to sell tickets. Sell as you can once your Local and Department 
meetings start up again. 
 
At the 2021 National Convention we will present the $100.00 award to the Department that sells 
the most raffle tickets. This $100.00 to be used as their Department chooses. National Convention 
50/50 Raffle Tickets – monies and stubs for tickets sold should be sent to Auxiliary National 
Headquarters after August 1 and before August 31.  Please remit funds by check or money order 
made out to AMVETS Auxiliary National Headquarters.  Funds will be deposited, and one daily 
drawing will be held during the 2021 National Convention.  Please do not send back any unsold 
tickets to Auxiliary National Headquarter as those will be used for the 2021 National Convention.  
Since the tickets had to be signed for, we will still be able to know how many are still out. 
 
Stay Safe. God bless each of you and God bless America! 
 
 

PNP Barbara Valley 
IPNP Barbara Valley 
“Raffle Queen” 
2019 - 2020 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL HISTORY AND SCRAPBOOK CHAIRMAN 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 

While you have been social distancing have you considered submitting a History or Scrapbook 
this year?  This is a special job to capture what's happening and preserving your local or 
Department history. Your book should reflect the different projects your Local has completed that 
benefit our Veterans, military, communities, children, hospitals and scholarships. By capturing and 
preserving for our future members what your Auxiliary has done, your scrapbook can be used to 
give ideas and inspiration towards projects they can do. 

The History and Scrapbook criteria is available in the 2020 Convention Digest posted to our 
website and in the Manual.  Please make sure you pay close attention to the MANDATORY 
ORDER.  This is very important because if it's not followed EXACTLY your book will be 
disqualified and we definitely don't want that to happen. When working on your book, please make 
sure you have placed your current, signed and dated By-laws and you have the current Preamble 
version for this year. Also make sure you have someone look over the mandatory order and 
double check everything. Make sure your pages are numbered, your pictures are labeled with 
names and events and don't forget to include your index. I can't wait to see what you can do. 

Since the possibility of having the same President exists, only one entry per Local or Department 
should be submitted at the 2021 National Convention in Greensboro, North Carolina. 
 

Karen Powers 
Karen Powers 
National History and Scrapbook Chairman 
2019 - 2020 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S SCRAPBOOK 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
I have enjoyed travels with National President Baggett, through your eyes, the pictures I have 
received from the Departments where she has made her official visits. Everyone looks like they 
are working hard and still able to have fun.  
 
A Scrapbook can be such a wonderful thing to look back on, reflect on all the memories and new 
and old friends and remember all the wonderful things that happened throughout the year. 
 
Thank you, National President Dee for allowing me to share your year as you traveled our 
wonderful country as our National President. 
 
 

Jerri Devol 
Jerri Devol 
National President’s Scrapbook 
2019 - 2020 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

JR. AMVETS COORDINATOR 
AUGUST 2020 

 
 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 
 
As we all know, this has been a challenging year for everyone. With the Covid-19 attacking our 
world we have had to make drastic changes to our lives as have our children. With home 
schooling and staying at home we are all feeling isolated from the world we know. Praying that 
someday soon this will all end and praying for all to be safe. 
 
Our Juniors have not been able to do their great volunteer work however they need to send in 
their year-end reports post-marked by June 30, 2020. Sadly, we only received 12 Junior Units that 
reported mid-year reports and only 14 Junior Units that paid their 2020 memberships. There is a 
total of twenty-seven (27) Junior Units and I know they are all doing volunteer work and we would 
all like to acknowledge them, but we cannot without reports. I have been reaching out to the Junior 
Unit Coordinators that have not turned in their reports or monies for membership and offered any 
help that I could give.  
 
Our Juniors will be following the same protocol as the AMVETS and the Ladies Auxiliary and hold 
their positions for another year. Our Junior President Abigail Lewis will continue “Honor Flight” 
as her pet project. I know times are extraordinarily hard at this time but if the Auxiliaries can, I 
would like for you to send a donation for Abigail’s great project. Hopefully, we will meet in March, 
and you can participate in the Juniors 50/50 tickets. Proceeds to go towards Abigail’s project.  
 
Anyone wanting to learn more about starting a Juniors group or have any questions please let me 
know. I will be available in March. However, you can contact me at any time. My contact 
information is above. My preference is via email or text.  
  
Our Juniors are our future and we are responsible to teach them well and guide them so they can 
lead the way.   
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone in March! You are all in my prayers! Stay safe. 
 
 

Fran McGurk 
Fran McGurk 
National Junior AMVETS Coordinator 
2019 - 2020 
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL SNAPPIEST 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests.  Greetings All! 
 

Like many of you I am spending most of my time this year stuck in my home like a turtle in her 
shell trying to find ways to serve the community without exposing myself to this crazy virus called 
Covid-19. I have mastered new skills like the fine art of speaking while masked and remaining 
socially distant. Facebook, Zoom, Google Meet, texting and phone calls are my current gateways 
to socializing. Like many of you, I miss our interactions at Convention.  It feels weird to not be 
speaking in backwards language; to not be avoiding Sacks trying to confiscate/steal our purses 
and other valuables for ransom; or to not be bidding for mystery items to raise money for nursing 
scholarships. Whoo-boy! I do miss you and Convention this year. 
 
Even though Convention is cancelled, nursing scholarship fundraising is not cancelled! Sacks and 
Sackettes strongly support the nursing profession. At a time like we are in now, support of 
healthcare workers, especially nurses, is critical. And, we continue to need your help! 
 
Sackette units around the country are selling 50/50 raffle tickets at $1 each or 6 for $5 to raise 
money for our nursing scholarships. Because the 2020 National Convention is cancelled, all 
tickets sold will be placed in the raffle drawing to be held during the 2021 National Convention.  
 
Remember, PNP Barbara Valley donated a 50th (1946-1996) Anniversary Sad Sack collectible to 
the Sackettes for us to raffle.  Those raffle tickets sell for $2 each or six (6) for $5 to support our 
nursing scholarships. This collector’s item will also be raffled at National Convention 2021. A 
photo of the item and raffle tickets will only be available thru local Sacks and Sackette units or our 
National Sackette Scholarship Chairman, Martha Knott – la5.knott17@gmail.com 
 
Looking forward to being with you next year.  In the meantime, stay safe. 
 

Faye Richardson-Green 
Faye Richardson-Green 
National Snappiest 
2019 - 2020 

mailto:la5.knott17@gmail.com
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AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary Convention 
 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
AUGUST 2020 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates and Guests: 

Where to begin?  Seems like forever ago we were saying goodbye after the Spring NEC Meeting 
and looking forward to seeing each other in Springfield, Illinois for National Convention.  It seems 
other plans were in store for us. 

We were able to be in Headquarters fulltime for a week before the lockdown took effect.  Thanks 
to technology emails and phone calls were answered and eventually we were allowed back in the 
building one day a week.  Once allowed back in, mail was opened, answered and processed.  
Your patience was appreciated while we navigated the “unchartered waters”. 

Headquarters continues to send out information on a timely basis via emails, updates to the 
website and on our Facebook page.  If you haven’t already, please like our Facebook page.  It is 
the fastest way to keep you updated on what’s happening and we can reach more of our 
members. 

If you see me on Facebook during the workday, I welcome your questions; that’s why I’m on there.  
If it’s after-hours, the weekend or when the office is closed, please direct your questions to my 
work email or send a message to the National Auxiliary Facebook page.  I’ll get back to you as 
soon as possible. 

As of this writing, we are preparing to send the file to the printer and have the pre-print 
membership cards prepared and sent to the contact person listed in Block 4 of the Department 
Revalidation Form.  NOTE – the pre-print cards will come from a third party; blank new and 
renewal membership cards and rosters will come from National Headquarters. 

Youth Volunteer certificates will be available at the Spring 2021 NEC Meeting – fingers crossed! 

AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary is very date-centric.  Deadline dates are not arbitrarily set.  They are 
mandated in our Constitution, Bylaws and Manual and are there for a reason.  While we do try and 
accommodate things arriving after a deadline, sometimes we are unable to.  If an emergency 
comes up, please contact Headquarters and we will do our best to work with you.  If you can’t 
meet your deadline, we can’t meet ours. 
 
Many thanks to AMVETS National Service Foundation President PNC Jerry Hotop, Board 
members and staff for their help and support.  The annual grant the Auxiliary receives enables us 
to provide a mailing to all members as well as brochures and other member services. 
 
We are very fortunate to have Joe Chenelly, AMVETS National Executive Director and the 
Headquarters staff in our corner.  Joe makes sure the Auxiliary is included in all matters that affect 
us.  Working with him and his staff makes my job easier.  THANK YOU! 
 
Thank you to our National Officers for keeping me on my toes and for your help and support. 
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Headquarters wouldn’t run as well as it does without Bertha and Sonja.  The words THANK YOU 
aren’t enough.  I appreciate you and couldn’t ask for better co-workers! 
 
This will be the first National Convention I have not attended since my first in Cleveland, Ohio 
back in 1979.  I’ll miss seeing everyone and will be counting the days until we’re together in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

President Dee, here’s the next 365, give or a take a few, days.  May the “unchartered waters” 
recede and we get back to business as usual. 
 
 

Carol King 
PNP Carol King 
National Executive Director 
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ASTERISK (*) DENOTES REPORT WAS RECEIVED AFTER THE DEADLINE 
Department of Florida                     NEC Sherry Marecek 

 
Madam President Baggett, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, Members and Guests: 
 
Greetings and healthy wishes from the Department of Florida! 
 
Department of Florida President, Meltonia Presley’s theme is “Dare To Dream While On Your 
Journey.”  Her project is the Patient Assistance Fund for Transplants at Advent Health in Orlando.  
This is a Community Service program to assist persons in need of a transplant on their journey to 
continue life. 
 
As most Departments have retained the same slate of Officers for 2020/2021, Florida is no 
different.  Therefore, Madam President Presley has decided to keep both her Theme and Project 
the same for the coming year. 
 
Many projects, functions, etc. were cut short due to COVID-19 and shutdowns.  Considering this, 
Department of Florida had very respectful numbers for 2019/2020.  Total evaluation for ALL 
service categories was $1.36 million and total donations to National Programs were over $47,000. 
 
Even though our Membership total was down slightly, we look forward to successful membership 
drives, contacting non-renewed members, and retaining annual members to regain our 
membership numbers. 
 
All Department Service Officers worked well with their Local counterparts, encouraged 100% 
reporting, and promoted both National and Department Programs.  They have all agreed to 
continue doing so and strive for a better 2020/2021 year. 
 
Madam President Baggett, Florida is so proud of you and will continue to give you 100% support.  
If you need us, you know where to find us! 

 
Department of Alaska         NEC Barbara Montagne 

 

Madam President, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, Members and Guests – Greetings from the Land of the Midnight Sun! 
 
I would like to start by saying thank you to all who made this new girl feel welcome and answered 
my unending questions at my first Spring NEC in Baltimore this past March.  It was such an 
incredible experience and I encourage anyone who has the opportunity to attend to do so next 
year. 
 
The Department of Alaska annual reports reflected nearly $100,000.00 in donations!  Reports 
were completed and turned in on time to all National Chairwomen and all other totals can be seen 
in their reports. 
 
Our world has seen a shift into unchartered waters; Alaska is no different.  However, during the 
lockdown many local Posts took advantage to deep clean and remodel.  Our shelter in place now 
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being lifted, local Posts are reopening, and local Auxiliaries are starting to get back into the swing 
of things. 
 
Finally, with the pandemic altering our usual operations, I’d like to say how amazing it has been to 
witness what you all have been doing.  I’d also like to thank all our National Officers, Post,  
Auxiliary, Sons and Riders for your unhindered continuation of our missions. 
 

*Department of Arizona         NEC Tommy Epps 

 

Madam President, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Delegates, and 
Guests: Greetings from the Grand Canyon State of Arizona. 
 
The Department of Arizona is still trying to increase the number of Auxiliaries in the state, ideally 
with young ladies who are not closing in on seventy! Another goal is to increase volunteerism 
within the Auxiliary. It seems as though the same members always show up for projects! The 
important thing is not to give up – despite starting the new decade with three Auxiliaries. 
 
Auxiliaries continue to represent AMVETS in their communities despite our low numbers. Thank 
you to the National officers who advised when service reports were received, and for your 
encouraging comments. 
 
Congratulations to all incoming Department/Local officers. I believe Arizona has a team that will 
work well together, and I have no doubt, will get the job done! 2019-2020 Department of Arizona 
Officers are: President – Dena Wilson, First Vice – Judy McKenzie, Second Vice – Kristi Beaudry, 
Third Vice – Santana Daniels, Treasurer – Debra Kopkowski, and NEC Woman – Tommy Epps. 
Officers for the 2020-2021 remain in place. God Bless America! 
 
To the Headquarters staff: Carol and Team, thank you for always being there to help with any 
issues that arise – and there will be problems! You are never too busy to help/advise when help is 
needed. Thank you! 
 
The Department of Arizona Auxiliary has nothing further to report for the 2019-2020 second 
reporting period. We certainly miss our Sisterhood that will never be the same in these uncertain 
times! 
 
Love to our sisters across this Nation – this Nation that will survive – pandemic and all! God Bless 
our troops wherever they may be! God Bless America! 
 

Department of California          

 
NO REPORT RECEIVED 
 

Department of Georgia          NEC Pamela Nance 

 
Madam President, National Officers, Past National President’s, National Executive Ladies, 
Alternates, Department Presidents, Members and Guests.  It is my pleasure to bring you greetings 
from the Department of Georgia.  This year has been a fast and furious year, but we seemed to 
have made some progress.  Georgia is so blessed to have Beth Gilmer as our Department 
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President for the third term because of Covid-19.  I pray everyone has remained safe during this 
terrible pandemic. 
 
Hospital - Called Bingo at the Carrollton CLC each month and provided refreshments; held 

Annual Picnic at the VA CLC in Carrollton; Bingo parties at the GWVH in Milledgeville four times; 
Bingo Parties at Smith Nursing Home; participated in the Lake City Florida VA Fall Festival; Held 
Cake Walks; Held 50/50’s; purchased and delivered roses to female residents at ECF for Mother’s 
Day; donated time, money and food for the Shriner’s Hospital Benefit.  Held Annual Christmas 
parties at many VA’s and Nursing Homes; painted fingernails at nursing homes and donated to St. 
Jude’s Hospital.  Total Projects 127, Total Evaluation $16,931 
 
Americanism - Placed flags at cemeteries during Memorial Day and Auxiliaries attended 

numerous Memorial Day Services; attended the Currahee Military Parade in Toccoa; carried 
Veterans to doctors; assisted Veteran with cleaning Ranger Dog Training Center; mailed items to 
Troupes 9 times; attended Aldolphus Civil War Anniversary Celebration; participated in Veterans 
Fund Ride for Veteran Benefit; provided food to Veterans 28 times; attended Flag Retirement 
services; served food on Veteran’s day; donated 300 cookies, socks and inspirational books to GA 
War Veterans Home for Christmas;  Total Projects 95, Total Evaluation $17,699 
 
Child Welfare - Members donated cash to Boys Ranch Association 2 times; donated to DFAC 

Foster Kids 3 times; donated school supplies and underwear to numerous schools 12 times; 
donated cash to Kids Wish Network; donated and delivered school supplies to Bay County 
Hurricane Michael Victims; collected and purchased school supplies for 150 homeless children, 
held Easter Egg Hunt for local community; took Youth to movies and basketball camp; purchased 
items to make Blessing Bags for the County of Madison & Oglethorpe homeless; donated 300 
book bags packed with school supplies, donated $200 for a student trip; carried a group of youth 
to a college forum .  Total Projects 61, Total Evaluation $17,558. 
 
Community Service - Donated items to AMVETS Drop Off and community 9 times; donated to 
Stamp Out Hunger, Good Neighbor Women’s Shelter 6 time;, Sweetwater Mission, Church Food 
Banks, DEFACs for Women, Women’s Shelter; worked at Wreaths Across America; donated cell 
phone cards to Troup’s, donated and made candy bags for local Senior Center; called Bingo for 
Senior Citizens; held watermelon party at Adult Day Care Center; held boot drives; donated 
electric fans to elderly; donated blood; held parties at Council on Aging for Christmas and 
Valentines; donated mittens, hats and blankets to City of Hope for Homeless; donated to National 
PAWS; donated 10 boxes of gloves to several neighbors; attended several community awareness 
programs; gave out 450 Christmas bags;   Total Projects 161, Total Evaluation $37,179 
 
Scholarship - Collected loose change for ROTC Scholarships; attended ROTC Banquet; 
attended ROTC graduation ceremonies 3 times; held fashion show to raise money for Scholarship 
Fund; collected loose change for James A Parkes Scholarship; Distributed National, State and 
Local Scholarship applications to local high schools; took several children to GA Medical College 
for dual enrollment classes; carried a group of youth to Mercer University.  Total Projects 24, Total 
Evaluation $5,616. 
 
Youth Volunteers for all Projects - Visited patient in the Hospital; made cards for Veteran in 

Hospital; placed and then removed flags on Veterans graves during Memorial Day; cleaned 
Veteran’s graves and placed flower; walked in the Currahee Military Parade; participated in the 
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Feed Winder program during the summer; youth helped a Veteran build a greenhouse at his 
home; prepared fruit bags for Christmas Party.  Total Projects 17, Total Evaluation $2,145 
 
Madam President Baggett, on behalf of the Department of Georgia we wish you another 
successful and memorable year.  And you thought you were only going to be President for one 
year! 
 

Department of Illinois               NEC Laurie Shea 

 

Membership: Illinois has a total of 971 members in our state as you can see it has dropped from 
last year total of 1,026 making it a 5% decrease in our state’s membership. 
 
Programs: Illinois’s programing has gone down this year compared to last year except for out 
Child Welfare and Community Service these two programs went up.  These are some of the 
projects this year that helped bring our totals up for: 
 
Child Welfare - increase 30% – donations to numerous organizations for children, transporting 
children to different events, sewing/crafting items for children and schools, assisted at camps and 
schools, gave Christmas parties and gifts to children, cared for sick children, babysitting, toys 
drives, chaperoning field trips, donation of cookies and ice cream to special needs schools, pizza 
parties, volunteered in church nurseries, and donated school supplies. 
 
Community Service - increase 15% – donating calendars to senior citizen homes, donating 
eyeglasses to Lyons Club, volunteering at a local food pantry, Relay for Life, delivering church 
DVDs to shut ins, and purchasing and donating candy to local food pantries. 
 
Here are some of the projects that our other programs have done even though our totals were 
down: 
 
Americanism - down 12% - attended DAR and SAR meetings, attended Honor Flight, fed, cooked 
and paid Veteran meals, attended honor guard meeting, donated clothes and glasses to Veterans, 
put flags on Vets graves, took Vets to appointments, attended Memorial Day, 4th of July, Veterans 
Day events, clipped coupons, sent Christmas cards to Veterans homes, and made survival kits. 
 
Hospital - down 12% - volunteered at local nursing home bingos, baked cookies for local nursing 
home bingos, visited with residents at local nursing homes, visited with friends at hospital, took 
friend to doctor appointment and ER, baked and donated for hospital fundraiser, volunteered at 
information desk at local hospital, baked monthly cookies for local nursing home, assisted with 
dinner to benefit St. Jude, sent get well cards, collected and delivered bottle caps to benefit St. 
Jude, attended dance recital benefiting St. Jude, participated in St. Jude run, attended shrimp and 
corn boil dinner benefiting St. Jude, worked rummage sale benefiting St. Jude, and volunteered 
fundraiser benefiting local cancer center. 
 
Scholarship - down 20% - shopped for scholarship fundraising dinner, saved pop cans to recycle 
money for scholarships, participated in scholarship presentation, judged scholarships, updated 
and sent scholarships to local high schools, donated deserts for scholarship fundraising dinner, 
held car wash for scholarship, sold beef sandwiches for scholarship and held garage sale for 
scholarship. 
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Illinois is sorry that Madame President Dee couldn’t make it to our state this year but due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic having all the officers staying in the their positions for one more year 
hopefully you will be able to come to our state for the upcoming year.   
 

Department of Indiana                    NEC Sharon Osborne 

 
Greetings from the reopening of Indiana. We are still the Hoosier State! 
 
Everything ceased here March 17th so no Spring Conference in April or State Convention in June. 
 
Our President Rochele Jones did not get to have her fundraiser for Equines for Veterans. This is 
her project for the year. 
 
Membership Lois Potts is at 91%. 
 
Child Welfare Amanda Orman tried to get National Karin Simmons project Pin ups for John Tracy 
Center underway. 
 
Community service Ginny Williams had a fund raiser for Paws with a Cause “Rake in the cash” 
and did well. 
 
Americanism Norma McGuinness found a school near her home to get the Poster and Essay 
contest started. 
 
Scholarship Janet Howard had dinners for her “Dollars for Scholars” 
 
Hospital Evelyn Davis kept all but 3 Auxiliaries from flat lining and dying in reporting. 
 
Our Sgt. at Arms Deb Gass will spend another year as National Sgt. at Arms. 
 
Have the best “Convention” on paper everyone. 
 

Department of Iowa      `      NEC Nancy Carrier 

 

National Madam President Dee, National Officers, PNPs, NEC Women, Delegates and guests.  
The Department of Iowa has worked hard this year to further the aims and purposes of the 
AMVETS National Ladies Auxiliary.  President Brenda Taylor’s project this year was finding 
information to help identify POW/MIA’s. 
 
Our membership year closed with a total of 981 members.  We were down 69 members from last 
year.  We did not lose any Auxiliaries this year, even though we have several with small numbers 
and elderly ladies. We still have 19 auxiliaries. 
 
Our Child Welfare Chairman is Casey MacDonald.  This is her first year as a Department officer 
for the Auxiliary.  She kept the same project in honor of PDP Donna Fischer who passed away 
last year.  Her project is Lutheran Services of Iowa located at the Bremwood Campus in Waverly. 
 
Our Community Service Chairman is Mary Steinbach.  Mary has been an officer for several years 
including being a Past Department President.  Her project this year is Ronald McDonald House in 
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Iowa City.  She is also our Hospital Chairman.  She has done a great job helping our hospital 
representatives completing their paperwork.  She also put together a step by step power point on 
how to complete the six-month report form. 
 
Our Department Convention was canceled so we are still trying to decide how we can select 
scholarship winners and how much we can afford to give out this year. 
 
We have 9 deceased members this year.  We are looking to have a day of recognition sometime 
in June or July. 
The COVID pandemic has changed how we conduct our business.  Since we have all been social 
distancing, it is difficult to hold the fundraisers we normally do.  Thus, the funds have been less, 
and we have been unable to donate as much to the causes that mean so much to us. 
 
We were sorry Madame President Dee was unable to visit Iowa along with so many other states.  
Thank you for representing us this past year and leading us into “unchartered waters.”  Thank you 
for your commitment to AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary. 
 

Department of Kansas                        NEC Jan Dick 

 
Greetings from the Sunflower State of Kansas! 
 
Well another year has slipped by us only to find this one a different type of year because of the 
Virus 19.  As of this writing we were not able to do the Memorial Day ceremony as in the past.  We 
are saddened but of it we always want to still think of our men and women who served our country 
to its full extent. 
 
A number of things we would like to have done but under the Virus 19 we understand there is 
certain things required. 
 
The most important thing that we got to do was Christmas time with a lovely Christmas dinner at a 
local restaurant with friendship and gift exchange.  Look forward to our next Christmas time. 
 
Pearl Harbor Day is important to all of us with wearing the pearls. 
 
Now we are able to get back to visiting the sick and helping were needed. 
 
Kansas Department would like to thank everyone for their concerns on all of us.  The staff has 
been great in getting information out to all of us timely manner.  Thanks once again from all us.  
Be safe and healthy. 
 

Department of Kentucky                    NEC Denise Marcum 

 
National Madam President Dee Baggett, National Officers, PNP’s, NEC Women, delegates and 
guests, greetings from the Bluegrass state!   
 
Our Auxiliaries have been really busy this past year.  We’re continuing to improve our service 
report totals by hosting several training workshops throughout the Department including thru 
Facebook live.  We are also improving in the areas of helping and training our members on what 
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is expected when holding a local and department office.  Holding an office is a big responsibility 
and we are all here to help each other out as a team. 
 
Americanism Projects:  Donations were made to the War Memorial Project, Veteran’s Day Dinner, 
a float for the Veteran’s Day Parade; putting flags on Veteran’s graves; donations were also made 
to the Freedom Foundation, Disabled American Veterans, Memorial Day projects and the Honor 
Flight Program. 
 
Child Welfare Projects:  Auxiliaries held Christmas parties for needy children; held Halloween 
parties for needy children; members donated to Bless A Senior; donated items to schools; 
donated to John Tracy; donated toys to needy children; assisted with selling Girl Scout cookies.   
 
Hospital Projects:  Members made wreaths, donated snacks and held Bingo for Masonic home; 
treat bags for Norton Hospital.  Purchased and made 100 bags containing throws, fruit and food 
for Franklin Rehabilitation Center Hospital; sent cards to hospitals; raised money for St. Jude’s.  
 
Scholarship Projects:  Auxiliaries gave out scholarships to local high school seniors; donations 
given at 2019 Department Convention; donations given at local monthly meetings; donation made 
to the Sons Scholarship Fund; Auxiliaries sold snacks and food items from kitchen and raffled 
fund raiser baskets. 
 
I would like to wish our entire AMVET family a safe and healthy year during this pandemic.  Do 
buddy checks and help each other out when you can!   
 

Department of Louisiana             NEC Beverly Polk 

 
National Madam President Dee Baggett, National Officers, PNP’s, NEC Women, delegates and 
guests, greetings from Louisiana!   
 
The Department of Louisiana has three Ladies Auxiliaries.  Some members have been making 
masks due to the COVID-19 virus.  Members have donated food and money to the food bank.  
They continue to give rides to neighbors to grocery stores, doctor appointments, and pharmacies 
and to donate books to the library. Money was also donated to a member’s sick mother. 
 
Members collected and donated school supplies, uniforms, belts as needed for school.  Members 
have paid for children’s school lunches. 
 
We continue to have monthly Bingos at the VA Medical Center Nursing Home.  Have made visits 
to the people that are sick and bring whatever they need.  Donated $400.00 for a scholarship for a 
Youth Challenge Student. 
 
Members have attended Run for the Wall Vietnam Veterans fish fry and helped to greet riders as 
they arrived and served food.  Members cut some Veteran’s hair.  Members cooked food for 
Veterans on Veterans Day, attended Memorial Day services.  Members collected Christmas and 
back to school supplies and gave to soldier’s children. 
 
Members donated to various military organizations.  Members put flags on military graves and 
attended military services, Veterans funerals and memorials. 
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Department of Maine               NEC Bonnie Ingraham 

 

NO REPORT RECEIVED 

 

Department of Maryland         NEC Martha Knott 

 

Madame National President, National Officers, Past National Presidents, National Executive 
Committeewomen, Alternate National Executive Committeewomen, Delegates and Guests.  I 
bring you greetings from the Department of Maryland. 
 
CHILD WELFARE: Volunteers assisted with Foster Kids Picnic. School supplies were purchased 
and delivered. Volunteers prepared and served a function for Cash for Kids. We purchased and 
gave gift cards to 25 children for a Christmas Party.  We participated in a party for Foster Children. 
We collected 66 labels for Education for school materials. We provided clothes and new toys for 
children in need. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE: Volunteers purchased food for Heartly House. We cut and collected 
coupons for food banks and animal shelters. Donations were made to Hospice, a local burned out 
family, rescue mission, Salvation Army and PAWS. We donated meat for raffles and prepared 
items for crab raffle and tree lighting. Prepared and served dinner for New Year’s Eve. Sponsored 
car show. Made a donation to local family for medical and transportation. Held basket raffles. 
Collected 125 mascara wands for the Wands for Wildlife program. Sponsored, prepared, 
decorated and provided crafts for Santa’s Brunch. Donated clothing, kitchen items and furniture to 
church for displaced families. Donated food baskets and gift cards for needy families. Donated 
cold weather shelter with clothing, household items and cash. 
 
HOSPITAL: We attended VAVS meetings at each of two VA Centers. Did monthly visits at VA 
Centers and Nursing Homes for bingo and refreshments. Provided donuts and coffee monthly. 
Held Christmas Parties, made and delivered quilts and blankets to VA Centers and Nursing 
Homes. Attended Annual Joint Reviews. Cut and prepared craft kits. Had Orientations for 
Palliative Care and 11th Hour Angel. Assisted with birthday parties for VA Patients. Made cash 
donations to VA Centers for bingo games and coupon books. Worked in voluntary service and 
recreation therapy service at VA Center. Helped with Halloween and Christmas Parties for VA 
Patients. Participated in the Members Visitation Initiative visiting members in facilities. Purchased 
bingo machine for VA Center. 
AMERICANISM: Purchased ad delivered items for overseas veterans. Prepared refreshment for 
Flag Retirement Program. Sold pins and made donations to Freedoms Foundation. Sent seasonal 
cards with pre-paid phone cards to local Veteran’s home. Volunteered hours at cold weather 
shelter with veterans, assisting with disbursements of food, clothing and housing. Prepared and 
served dinner for 30 Korean veterans, and picnics for 56 veterans. Made donation to Wreaths 
Across America. Held Mrs. AMVETS America Contest (AMVETS members dressed as 
contestants). Donated kitchen goods and furniture to veterans starting a new life in leaving the VA 
Hospital. Made donations to Sweats for Vets, Love A Vet Project. Made donations of numerous 
health and snack items. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP: Volunteers sponsored cash drawings. Made cash donations to scholarship 
funds. Awarded 4 scholarships. Prepared and distributed forms. Held grab raffle, country concert 
tickets, patriotic pillow raffle, meat pack raffle, and garage set raffle. Held a 20/20 and sold raffle 
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tickets for baskets and homemade bed cover. A total of 6 scholarship applications were 
processed.  
 
We have retained and increased our volunteers, who are working very hard to serve our Veterans, 
community and Nation.  All service reports were turned in on time and reflected the hard work our 
volunteers have done. 
 

Department of Massachusetts        NEC Joanne Whynot-Butler 

 
Greetings from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
As with many of our Auxiliary families, we have had to be creative in serving our communities and 
Veterans during this pandemic.  We may not be able to hold our VA socials, but we can deliver the 
ice cream supplies, bingo prizes, and pizzas to the back door of the recreation office for them to 
hold on the floors in our absence. And others are preparing meals and delivering them to seniors 
and Veterans in need. Scrub caps and face masks have been flying out the doors of our 
volunteers sewing like busy little bees! 
 
As we find other creative ways to serve, we hope that you all stay well until we can meet again. 
 

Department of Michigan                NEC Patricia Michalski 

 
Madam President Baggett, National Officers, Past National Presidents, N.E.C. Women, 
Department Presidents, Delegates, Alternates, Members and Guests.  It has been my honor and 
pleasure to serve as the N.E.C. Woman, for the Great Lakes state of Michigan for the past 4 
years. 
 
Our President, Bertha Lema, had a great year.  Her Theme was “Focus on the Future”.  Madam 
President had been busy touring our state and seeing what activities our Officers and Chairmen 
have been actively leading our Auxiliaries in accomplishing this year.  Although right after Spring 
N.E.C. meeting, our State went into a mandatory “Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive order by our 
Governor.  This resulted in the cancellation of many Local and District events and also of our 
Department convention. 
 
Kathy Keizer, our 1st Vice President, in charge of Membership has worked diligently with our Local 
Auxiliaries to keep renewals and generate new members.  She had several different contests to 
create more interest in Membership.  Our current Membership is 1,559 (32 Honorary) which 
shows an increase from last year. 
 
Rose Solak, 2nd Vice President, reports projects that have helped children by donating to Ronald 
McDonald House, held garage and bake sales to fund various Child Welfare projects; involved in 
mentorship programs for elementary school children; held golf outings to benefit a backpack 
program for needy school kids; developed partnership with local Department of Health and Human 
Services office to act as an ongoing resource for needy and foster children in the community.  
Rose scheduled a Department tour of Penrickton for any member of the AMVETS family and their 
guests. 
 
Wendy Lynema, 3rd Vice President, reported Community Service projects of canned food 
donations to many different food pantries, Bake Sales; Blood Drives; PAWS fundraisers; and 
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March of Dimes.  Wendy scheduled a tour of PAWS With A Cause for any member of AMVETS 
family and their guests.  National 3rd Vice President, Amy Stopyra, was able to attend this tour. 
 
Pat Michalski, Americanism/S.O.S. Officer has reported some awesome projects this year.  Our 
Americanism project is the Joint Americanism Committee which sponsors the National Flag 
Coloring, Poster and Essay contests.  We received entries from every grade, K-12 from Local and 
District Auxiliaries.  Some of the S.O.S. projects were packing and sending care packages to 
Servicemen and women; sending thousands of manufacturing coupons to various bases located 
in the United States and around the world. 
 
Linda Marshall, Scholarship Officer, reported some of our Local Auxiliary activities for the year as 
passing a change jar at their meeting; Bake Sales; Bingo for Scholarship; selling bookworms and 
selling cookbooks.  They held dinners and dances and donated to the Scholarship for Special 
Olympics and gave Scholarships to local high schools. 
 
Harriet Biela, Hospital Officer, reported some of the activities as escorting patients and members 
to doctor appointments; adopt a Veteran patient with no family and remember him or her on 
special occasions; crochet lap robes; Adopt locked ward and take refreshments once a month; 
special plans on Veteran’s Day, Memorial Day, Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
 
As you can see, we had a very busy year, and we hope that President Dee is proud of the work 
done in the Department of Michigan.   
 

*Department of Missouri                    NEC Stormy O’Brien 

 
Madame President, Past National President, National Officers, NEC women, Alternate NEC 
Women, and members of all Auxiliaries, I am sending greetings from the “Show Me” state of 
Missouri.  Even with the COVID pandemic going on, the ladies of Missouri volunteered many 
hours on their projects. 
 
Our membership numbers are still not where we would like for them to be.  We celebrated gains in 
some auxiliaries, while losing in others.  A few maintained current membership. 
 
We had many activities for Child Welfare.  Ladies held diaper drives, auctions, dinners, and toy 
drives, just to name a few.  We all try to do all we can to help our young ones.  
 
PAWS was the community service project for our Department for this year, although the ladies 
had many other projects.  Many meals were served, gift baskets given.  Books were donated, 
along with clothing and other household items.  Many helped their elderly neighbors.  We are 
trying to make our communities a better place to live. 
 
We all love our Americanism projects!  Several Auxiliaries participated in Wreaths Across 
America.  Our volunteer numbers grow each year.  Some of our projects included sending 
Christmas cards and gifts to our troops, attending flag retirement ceremonies, and once again, 
Standing for our Flag.  I wish I could list them all. 
 
Our hospital volunteers put in many hours, visiting nursing homes, playing games, reading, and 
bring snacks for the residents.  Several ladies volunteer a lot of hours at their local VA, visiting 



 

56 

 

with our veterans, bringing gifts, and playing bingo.  We also have ladies that make lap blankets 
for residents. 
 
Our Auxiliaries did several fundraisers for scholarship.  They held yard sales, played bunco, did 
50/50’s and one held an all-girl meat shoot.  Several scholarships were given by local Auxiliaries, 
as well as two from our Department. 
 
Since our Department Convention could not be held, most of our officers held their positions, 
including Lynn Lee, who will again serve as our President. 
 
Madame President, I wish that we could wish you a productive and successful convention, but it 
will have to keep until next year, when we can all be together again.  We look forward to seeing 
you in Greensboro. 
 

Department of Nebraska             NEC Jane Nelson 

 

Greetings from Nebraska!  The Department of Nebraska has only 4 auxiliaries, but they are very 
active and work hard to serve our Veterans, children, senior citizens, and the communities within 
our state. 
 
Our AMVETS Auxiliaries promoted all National AMVETS Auxiliary Service Projects, and mid-year 
and annual reports were sent to each corresponding National AMVETS Auxiliary Chairman.  We 
also participated in the National AMVETS Americanism Contest and AMVETS Against Drug and 
Alcohol Abuse. 
 

*Department of New York             NEC Laura Bugaj 

 
Madam President, National Officers, NEC Women, Department Presidents and Members, 
warmest greetings from the Department of New York.  Congratulations Madam President on an 
interesting, but successful year. 
 
As always, the Department of New York has had a very busy and productive, although 
appreciated year.  Department President Deborah Stondell’ s Project this year was Vet Dogs.  Vet 
Dogs is a not for profit organization that trends service dogs specifically for veterans with physical 
and mental disabilities. 
 
Due to COVID 19 the Department of NY was only able to meet in the fall, but have decided in 
compliance with National recommendation, to keep all current officers in place through 2021.  
Elections will be held at our normal June 2021 Convention. 
 
Throughout the 2019-2020 year, countless raffles, dinners, scholarships, educational seminars, 
Bingos, craft fairs, and many more programs have been hosted to help our communities, 
hospitals, veterans, children and students.  Additionally, I have personally been blown away by the 
community support and dedication of New York Ladies Auxiliary members in community efforts in 
regard to helping during the pandemic.  From collecting food, cleaning supplies, checking in on 
neighbors and making masks, the efforts of our Auxiliary members has been breathtaking. 
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The Department of NY currently have 25 local auxiliaries.  We hope to continue to grow and 
expand, promoting the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary through our outstanding dedication and service 
to our communities and Posts. 
 
God Bless America, our troops and our AMVETS Family.  Thank you for a wonderful year. 
 

Department of North Carolina            NEC Joyce Bevan 

 
Madame President, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, members and 
guests – it is my pleasure to bring greetings from the Department of North Carolina. 
 
First and foremost, a big THANK YOU to you Madam President, National Officers, PNP Carol 
King, Sonja and Bertha for your dedication to AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary.  You stepped the bat and 
kept us informed of all the changes, deadlines, cancellations and requirements. 
 
We are a small Department and continue to struggle with our membership.  We have 6 Auxiliaries 
that are 100% renewed.  Our statistics are 70 renew, 48 new and 133 life members for a total for 
the year of 284 with 11 Auxiliaries. 
 
I am proud to report that all 11 Auxiliaries mid-year and annual reports were received on time and 
all 11 reported in all 5 National programs.  How awesome is that??? 
 
Child Welfare programs are down due to no Auxiliary meetings.  We have saved coins all year for 
John Tracy Clinic, did a Toys for Tots, Give a Kid a Coat, school supplies for local schools and 
knitted baby blankets for a layette program at Camp LeJeune. 
 
Our Community Service was outstanding.  We hosted a dance for VSP, donated to Rescue 
House, food for Crisis Ministry, AMVETS Thrift store, ARC Home for VSP, pull tabs and Easter 
baskets to the Ronald McDonald House and hosted blood drives. 
 
The Hospital program is one of our most important areas of service.  We donated new clothes, 
toiletries, magazines and cards, attended VAVS meetings, played bingo and had a Fall festival. 
 
In Americanism Flags were donated to schools and churches, mailed cell phones to soldiers, 
attended Veterans ceremonies, places Flags on graves, Wreaths Across America and crocheted 
items for Veterans. 
 
Ladies I pray that all is well within our AMVETS families.  We are having some setbacks, but we 
will get through this by the grace of God.  God Bless America! 
 

Department of North Dakota            NEC Sandy Kruse 

 
It’s been a weird end of the year for all of us.  Reports were slow coming in from our Auxiliaries 
along with not much volunteering going on with COVID 19 among our states. 
 
Our Auxiliaries are busy with Honor Flight Fundraisers for ND/MN Honor Flight and a new 
Western North Dakota Honor Flight.  Our Honor Flights at the moment are postponed. 
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Fargo AMVETS held a Memorial Service at 12:01am on Monday May 25 th for all Veterans who 
had passed away from the COVID 19 in VA Hospitals.  You can watch the recording on Fargo 
AMVETS Facebook page. 
 
Our Auxiliary, Post and Sons worked Saturdays during the shutdown by taking orders for 
Burgers/Brats, chips, salad and dessert delivering them to their cars in the parking lot.  The first 
Saturday we served 126 meals. Sure was fun! 
 
I sure will miss seeing everyone this year at the National Convention!  I cherish all the friendships!   

 

Department of Ohio          NEC Lynn McCauley 

 
Madam President Dee, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, Delegates, Alternates and Guests.  I bring you greetings from Ohio.  We hope all of 
you are staying safe and healthy. 
 

We were very sorry to have our State Convention cancelled this year but realize how necessary 
that decision was.  We are keeping our 2019-2020 officers in place for 2020-2021. 
 
Our Madam President, Kay, had a good year with her project” The Callen Foundation” and will 
continue it for the 2020-2021 year.  Our membership was down from last year.  However, we did 
welcome 816 new members into our family.  Our Service Officers reported all the good work our 
local Auxiliaries did this year: 
 
Fishing Derby ages 2-16, donated school supplies, collected greeting cards for St. Jude Ranch, 
collected and donated Christmas toys for Toys for Tots, youth helped collect and clean pill bottles 
for donation, youth helped collect food for local food bank. 
 
Auxiliary members made pillow for pets, donated pet food, litter and bleach for animal shelter, 
hosted a golf scramble for breast cancer and one for Thank a Veteran for USO, cleaned and 
donated mascara wands for Appalachian Wild, sent care packages to troops along with cell 
phones. 
 
Sewed masks and donated them to nursing homes and community members, assisted with Flag 
retirement ceremonies, assisted with Americanism program contest. 
 
Worked summer carnivals at VA facilities, handed out snacks after chemo treatments, held bingo 
and passed out treats, helped with arts and crafts for in-patients. 
 
Dinners, raffles, bingo concession, bake sales, craft sales, 50/50 drawings and Night at the Races 
for Scholarship. 
 
Of course, this is just a random sampling of all the hard work that was performed.  There were 
also donations to National and Department Officers’ projects. 
 
We were sorry that Madam President, Dee, was unable to visit us. 
 
Ohio has no recommendations at this time. 
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Department of Pennsylvania               NEC Paula Flory 

 
Our local Auxiliaries have been busy. Members have been busy taking a "Caring and Sharing 
cruise for Veterans in Pittsburgh, participated in their local "21 Day Retreat Flag Ceremony, 
delivering meals for brown bag lunch through their church, collecting tabs, paper, and magazines 
for Ronald McDonald House, participating in the 'go green program' by recycling plastic bags, 
cans, and bottles, collecting eye glasses and donations to the Blind Association, members are 
helping their neighbors by house, cat, bird, and dog sitting, visiting with 'shut-ins and taking them 
to dinner/lunch, members participated in 'Project Love' by passing out groceries, shoes, and 
backpacks, help serve meals at funerals and their churches, members have made cash 
donations to PAWS, JTC, Freedom's Foundation, Freedom's Foundation Honor Grove, Lion's 
Club, Habitat for Humanity, Special Olympics, Parkinson's Foundation, MS, Lymphoma Society, 
various cancer organizations, to family who needed help with rent, 4th of July fireworks, for 
school supplies, members have held chili cook-offs, bake sales, sub sales, root-beer float parties, 
bingo socials, selling candy, pies, dumplings, pins-ups, members are donating items to Good will, 
Community Aid, Purple Heart, Operation Veteran Hope, Transitional Living, Shoes and Boots 
drives, members are helping do house and yard work, shoveling snow for their neighbors. 
 
Members are volunteering in their local VA Hospitals, visiting friends in nursing homes, hospice, 
and hospitals, proving rides to church, grocery stores, work, banks, members are attending 
Veteran's Appreciation Day, MIA/POW, Pearl Harbor, 911, Memorial Day programs, members are 
organizing and parting in Labor Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July Parades, members are 
participating in 'Relay for Life Suicide Prevention walks, Domestic Violence Awareness, they are 
having fun selling and releasing 'Ducks for Bucks', members are collecting cell phones for our 
troops, box-tops for the schools, canceled stamps for our VA Hospitals. 
 
Auxiliaries are giving deserving students scholarships to continue their education, they are 
participating in community and heritage days in their communities, they are organizing blood 
drives and donating blood, they are supporting, helping, and supporting our 1st responders, they 
are helping at their local Auburn Sociality, Girl/Boy Scouts, Jaycees, youth sports/band/musicals, 
they are organizing Christmas Walks with Santa, 'living windows with Christmas themes and 
hayrides, they are participating in Adopt a Highway and Keep Our Neighborhood Clean events, 
members are making/donating hats, bears, shawls, stuffed bears, lap, robes to hospital/doctor's 
offices/1st responders, members worked with the Red Cross installing smoke alarms in 
households. Members have stepped up helping their community making masks during the 
coronavirus and donating them to neighbors, hospitals, churches, and doctor offices. 
 
Madam National President Dee Pennsylvania was sorry you were unable to visit our great state 
due to conflicting obligation date.  I know a number of our members were looking forward to 
‘partying’ with you and enjoying you great sense of humor .  Under a good note, with the 
Coronavirus, we will enjoy another term as you being our National President. Pennsylvania will 
now extend an invitation to you to visit us and many more states. 
 
At this time, Pennsylvania is supporting Amy Stopyra in the office of 3rd Vice President/Community 
Service officer.  We were looking forward to her moving up to 2nd Vice but due to the extremely 
odd circumstances along with all officers will remain as your National 3rd Vice. 
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Department of South Carolina 

 

NO REPORT RECEIVED 
 

*Department of Tennessee          NEC Cynthia Carter 

 
Madame President, Officers, and fellow members of AMVET’s Ladies Auxiliary: 
 
The new year is upon us and I know we have all had our challenges. The Department of 
Tennessee continues to volunteer and meet all our goals with challenging circumstances. We 
were able to meet and close out the business of 2019-2020. We were not able to have our 
convention and rolled all existing officers over with just a few changes. 
 
Here in Tennessee we have been busy with hospital projects, community service, with school 
getting ready to start with so much uncertainty we are providing help where we can.  I am excited 
to get this pandemic over so we can get done all that we love and represent on the Local, 
Department and National level, and hope to be passing on any info I receive. I look forward to 
seeing everyone and return to normal.  God bless and keep doing what we can. 
 

*Department of Texas           NEC Betty Wiggins 

 
Madam National President, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, Members and Guests; greetings from the Lone Star State of Texas.  We may be small 
in comparison to other Departments with nine local Auxiliaries, but we work very hard and have 
accomplished much. 
 
We did not have Department convention 2020 due to Covid-19 travel restrictions. Our officers 
remain the same with exception of NEC.  I have chosen not to retain that position as work and 
family life are taking a toll on me now. I notified Madam Department President Sandra Willard of 
this decision as it became apparent we were not having election of officers and my term was up 
as NEC.  Madam President states she will appoint a NEC woman at the Fall SEC in Texas which 
is scheduled in October. Please refer all information for NEC Woman to Madam President Willard 
and Department Executive Director Linda McGriff. 
 
The reports were submitted to the National officers timely. The reports were as follows. 
 
Child Welfare 9 auxiliaries reporting 37 projects 41 volunteers 329 hours donated. Total 
evaluation $13,910. 
 
Child Welfare Youth- 1 auxiliaries reporting 1 project 1 volunteers 7 hours donated. Total 

evaluation $140. 
 
Community Service 3 auxiliaries reporting 27 projects 47 volunteers 1,375 hours donated.  Total 
evaluation $48,194. 
 
Hospital 6 auxiliaries reporting 17 projects 14 volunteers, 127 hours donated. Total evaluation 

$10,990. 
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Americanism – 6 Auxiliaries reporting 30 projects 42 volunteers 331 hours donated. Total 
evaluation $11,227. 
 
Scholarship- 5 auxiliaries reporting 64 projects 28 volunteers 2,434 hours donated. Total 

evaluation $92,808. 
 
Texas has no recommendations now. 
 
Madam President, thank you for your service.  God Bless America and all who serve. 
 

*Department of Virginia                      NEC Penny Campbell 

 
Madam President, National Officers, PNP’s, NEC Women, and Members; I bring you greetings 
from the great state of Virginia with hopes everyone is well and happy. 
 
It has been, and continues to be, a difficult time for us all during this pandemic which has been 
ongoing for the past few months.  We are trying hard to protect ourselves and others while at the 
same time providing needed assistance to our Veterans, family, friends, and community whenever 
possible.  Although we are a small Department, we have some dedicated members who are 
always there to serve. 
 
Local and Department officers did a good job with their reporting at year end.  Our reports will 
show how much hard work our members have put forth this past year, even though we are in such 
a difficult time. 
 
As always, we continue to work toward increasing our membership.  We encourage all our 
members to tell potential candidates about the services we provide to veterans and anyone else 
who are in need, as well as our commitment to organizations such as St. Jude, John Tracy, Paws, 
and our other charities.  And don’t forget the opportunity to meet some great people within the 
organization. 
 
The Department of Virginia wishes each of you an abundance of health and happiness.  We look 
forward to the time when we can gather again.  Hopefully that time will be in the near future.  Most 
importantly, stay safe and stay well. 
 

Department of Washington                                      NEC PNP Leslie Wunderle 

 

Madam President, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, Members and Guests.  Greetings from Washington, The Evergreen State.  Life as we 
know it definitely changed in March 2020.  We met for our NEC meeting under extraordinary 
conditions and have continued to move forward. 
 
I would like to thank the Headquarters Staff, ED Carol King, Sonja Miller-Bethea and Bertha 
Thompson for keeping us all informed and up to date and working in very difficult circumstances.  
Many thanks to all of the National Officers for their continued service for another year.  I know it is 
difficult and puts a strain on you in many ways. 
 
I’d also like to mention all the Departments and Locals throughout the Nation that have spent 
many hours and personal dollars to make masks for so many that need them.  I’m not mentioning 
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any names because I’m sure I would forget some.  I’m sure we will see some big number changes 
for next year’s reports. 
 
Our reports were in on time this year and I’m happy to report all categories had an increase in 
numbers.  Some of the projects are as follows: 
 
Child Welfare: Merchandise fundraiser, Donated School Supplies, School Lunch Program BBQ 
Fundraiser, Children’s Church, Special Needs Halloween Costume Dance, Hygiene Drive, Child 
Care Program. 
 
Community Service: Refreshments for Community Meetings, Donated Blood, Donated clothing 
and furniture.  Recycled paper, cans and glass.  Donated cell phones.  Made hats for homeless. 
Mowed, pulled weeds and hauled garbage.  Local foodbanks donations. Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Dinners. MASKS! 
 
Hospital:  Volunteered at VA Medical facilities including bingo, flu shots, selling popcorn, monthly 
BBQ’s, Art projects and donations of clothing and toiletries.  Safe holiday gifts, Easter gifts, 
Carnival Prizes. 
 
Americanism:  Parades in several communities, flags at cemeteries , donations to JBLM Fisher 
House, donations of clothing, toiletries at Homeless Veterans Rescue Mission. Wreaths Across 
America, Freedoms Foundation fundraiser.  Floats and walking in parades. 
 
Madam President Dee, I am so sorry your travel was so restricted this year due to health concerns 
and then the onset of the virus.  I was looking forward to your visit in May for our Department 
Convention (cancelled) and the 4th of July in Alaska (cancelled).  I’m wishing everyone safety and 
good health as we move forward with our work for our Veterans and our communities. 
 

Department of West Virginia                      NEC Brenda Haynes 

 

NO REPORT RECEIVED 
 

Department of Wisconsin                   NEC Darlene Hempel 

 
Greetings Madame President, National Officers, NEC’s, Department Presidents, Delegates, and 
Guests - Greetings from Wisconsin. 
 
As with many others, I’m sure, this will be a short report with so little happening in the second half 
of our hear. The sad part is that our veterans in hospitals and nursing homes did not get that extra 
attention given by our volunteers. The staff did not get that extra help when needed. At least we 
are able to come through with making masks for them and others. Some have been able to 
volunteer with helping the food trucks hand out food. 
 
Wisconsin would like to announce that Joan Sirek will still be on the ballot for National President 
for 2020-2021. 
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Alabama                    Cindy Whaley 

 

Madam President, National Officers, and Members - the Alabama Auxiliary 2018 has been busy 
this year helping our Veterans and community.  We are working hard to improve our service report 
totals. We are working together to help each other learn how to do the reports, what can and 
cannot be reported (with help from Department of Kentucky). 
 
AMERICANISM - We placed flags on veterans’ graves at a local cemetery, hosted a Flag Day 
Ceremony at our Town Hall. Participated in a Veteran’s Day Ceremony at the Elberta Elementary 
School and participated in the local parade. We also had a D Day Ceremony at our post for all to 
attend.  Made a donation to Freedoms Foundation. 
 
HOSPITAL - We made monthly visits to our local Veterans’ home. We performed musical and 
variety shows for the 150 residents there.  We provided a Christmas Party for them also. During 
the shows, we served refreshments to all who attended. We donated to St Jude Children’s 
Hospital and donated books to the VA Hospital in Pensacola, Florida. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE - We were busy in our local community this year. Donated water and 
dinner to homeless in Robertsdale, attended National Night Out with Police Department for back 
to school, help cover funeral costs for a local veteran killed in an accident, provided Thanksgiving 
and Christmas dinner for local needy families, donated to Paws for a Cause, donated masks to 
local community during coronavirus, donated hospital bed and wheel chairs to residents in Lillian, 
donated to disaster relief for post in Tennessee for tornado damage, and donated shoes and 
clothes to needy families in the area. 
 
CHILD WELFARE - We donated school supplies to our local elementary school, helped with 
fundraiser for local child advocacy program, made a cash donation to John Tracy Clinic, held a 
flag coloring contest for local children. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP - Made a donation to National Scholarship Fund. 
 
We have retained many of our volunteers and added some new ones. We are working hard to 
support our Veterans, and our hours in service reports indicate we have had a busy year.  
 

District of Columbia          Paulette Whiteside 

 
Madam President, National Officers, Past National Presidents, NEC Women, Department 
Presidents, and members - Greetings from the District of Columbia, our Nation’s Capital with 
hopes everyone is staying safe and well. 
 
The amount of support that we wanted to provide to our Veterans was short-lived this year. We 
were only able to provide voluntary services from September thru November, because the 
Community Living Center at the VA Medical Center was going through a renovation, and was still 
under renovation when the Coronavirus Pandemic of COVID 19 began, however the services that 
we were able to provide was very much appreciated. The residents of the center stating they 
would miss the monthly bingos that we provided in partnership with AMVETS Johnnie Collins, Jr. 
Post 8. 
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We volunteered for the annual Stand-Down program to support homeless veteran “Winter Haven 
Stand Down”.  In March we read books to the Hybla Valley Elementary School 3rd grader as part 
of their reading program. 
 
We continue to donate to the followings National Programs; Freedoms Foundation, PAWS with a 
cause, John Tracey Clinic, The St. Jude’s Children’s hospital, and Scholarship. We donated 
clothes and household products to the AMVETS Thrift Store. 
 
We look forward to beginning volunteering once again when VA say it is safe to so. To the 
AMVETS family, lets continue to be safe and careful. 
 
 


